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New  Beecham  Sominex  creates  a  major  opportunity  for 
pharmacists  everywhere.  It  is  the  first  clinically  proven  OTC 
remedy  specifically  presented  for  occasional  sleeping 
problems. 

Sleep  laboratory  trials  show  Sominex  promotes  easy, 
restful  sleep  whilst  maintaining  normal,  beneficial  sleep 
patterns. 

Sominex  contains  the  proven  and  reliable  active 
ingredient,  Promethazine  Hydrochloride  (20mg).  Sominex 
can  be  sold  over  the  counter,  without  prescription. 

The  scale  of  the  need  for  Sominex 

Recent  research  shows  that  occasional  difficulty  in 
getting  a  good  nights  sleep  is  a  problem  for  at  least  two 
million  people  in  Britain. 

They  sometimes  have  difficulty  in  falling  asleep. 
( )r  sleep  is  disturbed  and  broken. 

They  are  not  chronic  insomniacs.  They  are  ordinary 


people  with  a  common  problem:  the  annoyance  and 
frustration  of  sleeplessness. 
They  need  help. 

With  new  Sominex,  you, the  pharmacist,  can  provide  it. 

Pharmacy  sales  only 

Customers  who  seek  your  help  will  appreciate  your 
advising  them  about  Sominex. 

GPs  are  being  informed  too,  so  other  customers  will  be 
coming  to  you  on  their  doctor's  advice. 

6  SOMINEX 
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By  the  time  many  pharmacists  get 
Chemist  &  Druggist  this  week  they 
may  have  read  headlines  in  the 
national  Press  such  as  "One  in  four 
chemists  fail  to  spot  serious  illness,"  following  a 
Which?  report  on  the  advice  pharmacists  give 
(pl84),  published  this  week. 

If  they  do  it  is  because  the  report  often 
chooses  to  pick  out  the  negative,  rather  than  the 
positive  aspects  of  its  findings.  For  example,  in 
the  first  sentence  of  its  Press  release  the 
Consumers'  Association  says  that  "One  in  four 
pharmacists  failed  to  tell  patients  to  see  a  doctor 
straight  away  when  told  of  symptoms  that  could 
have  been  the  signs  of  a  serious  illness..."  rather 
than  "Three  out  of  four  pharmacists  advised 
patients  to  see  their  GPs  immediately  when  told 
of..." 

The  Association  says  things  have  got  better 
since  its  last  survey  in  1975,  as  indeed  they  have, 
but  criticises  pharmacists  for  not  following  to  the 
letter  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  guidance 
notes,  "Response  to  symptoms  in  general 
practice  pharmacy."  It  is  true  the  Society 
recommends  pharmacists  to  ask  appropriate 
questions  before  giving  advice.  But  surely,  it 
goes  without  saying  that  questions  need  only  be 
asked  where  the  pharmacist  is  in  any  doubt  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  patient  should  be  referred  to  a 
doctor  when  presented  with  symptoms. 

Pharmacists  are  criticised  for  selling 
medicines  in  four  out  of  five  "serious"  cases, 
although  it  is  acknowledged  that  "temporary 
relief"  could  be  necessary  before  patients  gain 
access  to  a  surgery.  What  is  most  unsatisfactory  is 
that  in  two-thirds  of  such  sales  no  check  was 


COMMENT 


made  on  whether  other  medicines  were  being 
taken  —  hardly  what  is  to  be  expected  of  a  health 
care  professional. 

Advice  is  unlikely  to  be  given  in  the  privacy 
recommended  by  the  Society,  the  report  says.  A 
sign  saying  this  facility  is  available,  as  suggested 
by  the  Consumers  Association,  makes  sense.  It  is 
a  question  of  economics.  But  can  pharmacists 
afford  to  wait  till  such  space  is  funded  by  stage  2 
contract  negotiations? 

The  quality  of  advice  offered  when  mild 
symptoms  were  presented  was  less  satisfactory. 
Assistants,  rather  than  pharmacists,  tended  to  be 
the  advisers.  Which?  is  quick  tc  point  out 
pharmacists  must  be  sure  the  assistant  is  properly 
trained  to  hand  out  any  advice.  The  NPA 
assistants  training  course  is  the  place  to  start  for 
any  waverers  and  C&Hs  1985  Chemist  Assistant 
of  the  Year  Competition,  announced  in  this 
issue,  is  the  place  to  measure  your  assistant's 
ability  in  the  best  possible  way. 

The  profession  is  coming  under  increasing 
scrutiny  as  it  seeks  to  expand  its  health  care  role, 
either  privately  or  on  an  NHS  contractual  basis. 
The  NPA's  advertising  campaign  has  seen  to 
that,  and  the  Nuffield  inquiry  will  ensure  that  no 
stone  is  left  unturned.  We  believe  that  in  spite  of 
the  Consumer  Association's  tendency  to  damn 
with  faint  praise,  the  profession  emerges  as  the 
credible  advice  source  for  OTC  medicines.  But 
pharmacists  are  going  to  have  to  work  much 
harder  to  ensure  Which?  will  not  be  able  to  poke 
its  tongue  out  at  them  next  time. 
Read  the  "Which?" report's 
verdict  —  it  contains  some  good 
advice  for  pharmacists. 
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Which?  pokes  its  tongue 
out  at  pharmacists 


"Behind  the  scenes  at  every 
dispensing  chemists  is  an 
expert  on  medicines  who'd 
like  to  do  more  for  you  than 
make  up  your  prescriptions," 
begins  the  latest  Which? 
report  on  the  services  given 
by  community  pharmacists, 
published  this  week.  "But  not 
all  pharmacists  deliver  what 
their  adverts  promise." 

Which?  says  that  overall  things  have  got 
better  since  their  last  survey  in  1975,  but 
cautions  that  if  retail  pharmacists  wish  to 
advertise  themselves  as  givers  of  good 
advice,  they  should  follow  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  own  guidance  — 
"Response  to  symptoms  in  general 
practice  pharmacy."  The  survey  shows  not 
all  do  so,  says  Which?. 

Giving  its  verdict,  I4<7jvc/!?says  it  can 
be  a  lot  more  convenient  to  pop  into  the 
local  chemist  to  get  something  for  a  minor 
ailment  than  to  make  an  appointment  with 
the  doctor. 

But  if  the  pharmacist  was  not 
specifically  asked  for,  large  numbers  of 
inquiries  were  handled  by  assistants. 
Pharmacists  should  take  the  responsibility 
for  requests  for  advice  and  decide  when 
assistants  can  handle  them.  If  they  think  it 
appropriate  for  an  assistant  to  advise  on 
medication,  they  must  make  sure  they  are 
properly  trained,  the  report  says. 

Which?  is  concerned  by  the  lack  of 
privacy  in  the  average  pharmacy.  "While 
pharmacists  were  nearly  always  available 
when  asked  for  to  deal  with  serious 
symptoms,  conversations  with  researchers 
could  have  been  overheard  on  four  out  of 
five  visits,"  the  report  says.  If  facilities  for 
privacy  are  available,  it  should  be  made 
clear  by  prominent  signs,  Which?  says. 

The  Consumers'  Association  has  used 
points  raised  in  the  report  as  part  of  its 
evidence  to  the  Nuffield  Inquiry. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  assistant 
secretary  Bruce  Rhodes  told  C&D  he  felt 
the  report  was  "realistic". 

"I  find  comfort  from  some  of  the 
comments.  It's  no  good  trying  to  whitewash 
the  profession.  Pharmacists  have 
performed  well,  assistants  not  quite  so 
well,  which  emphasises  the  importance  of 
consulting  the  pharmacist." 

Mr  Rhodes  felt  the  comment  on  privacy 
was  valid.  "If  we  are  going  to  develop  this 


role  then  pharmacists  will  have  to  make 
better  provision.  But  you  must  be  realistic 
—  space  is  at  a  premium." 

Mr  Rhodes  was  due  to  appear  on  TV- 
am  on  Thursday  to  answer  questions  on  the 
survey.  David  Newton,  secretary  to 
Humberside  LPC,  has  been  booked  to 
speak  on  the  local  BBC  radio  station. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  on  the  whole,  welcomes  the 
report,  although  director  Tim  Astill  was 
highly  critical  of  a  draft  he  was  asked  to 
comment  on.  In  a  long  letter  to  Which?  he 
said  the  interpretation  and  comment  in  the 
draft  put  the  worst  possible  gloss  on  the 
survey's  results. 

"Comment  is  exclusively  negative,"  he 
said,  "emphasising  always  the  areas  you 
see  as  justifying  criticism,  with  hardly  a 


mention  of  where  the  service  provided  was 
good.  You  have  judged  pharmacists  almost 
exclusively  by  reference  to  'model  advice' 
from  a  panel  of  anonymous  experts. 
Where  the  pharmacist's  advice  did  not 
coincide  precisely  your  report  gives  the 
impression  the  pharmacist  was  wrong. 
Medical  treatment  and  advice  are  not 
black  and  white." 

Many  of  Mr  Astill's  comments  seem  to 
have  been  taken  on  board  in  the  final 
published  article,  which  is  considerably 
more  positive  than  the  draft. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  cheapest 
remedy  is  not  always  the  best.  His 
suggestion  that  for  the  best  service  patients 
should  patronise  the  same  pharmacy 
regularly  is  included  in  the  published 
i  article.  Most  pharmacies  have  a  room  off 
the  shopfloor  which  could  be  used  for 
private  consultation,  he  said. 


Which?  survey  — 
method  and  result 


The  stated  aim  of  the  Which  ?  survey  was  to 
find:  1.  What  pharmacists  did  about 
symptoms  which  could  be  serious,  and  for 
which  the  patient  should  be  referred  to  a 
doctor,  and  2.  How  chemist's  shops 
handled  minor  symptoms  and  whether  the 
medicines  sold  were  appropriate.  Six 
researchers  —  three  men  and  three 
women  —  visited  over  200  pharmacies  in 
London,  Sheffield  and  East  Anglia. 

"Serious  symptoms"  (presented  as 
belonging  to  the  researcher's  father)  were 
put  only  to  the  pharmacist.  They  were:  bad 
headache  lasting  a  week;  sore  throat  for  a 
week  developing  into  a  cough;  indigestion 
coming  on  after  a  meal,  lasting  for  about  a 
month;  and  diarrhoea  for  three  days.  What 
pharmacists  did  was  judged  against 


"Looks  like  he's  been  taking  some  good  advice" 
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Still  waiting  for 
Minister's  reply 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiation  Committee  was  still 
waiting  to  get  the  Minister's 
comments  on  the  control  of  entry 
guidelines  as  C&D  went  to  Press,  in 
spite  of  predictions  last  week  that 
they  were  imminent. 

Minister  for  Health  Kenneth  Clarke  is 


understood  to  be  taking  a  close  personal 
interest  in  negotiations.  PSNC  chief 
executive  Alan  Smith  said  he  was  now 
expecting  a  reply  on  Friday. 

"It's  a  delicate  balance  of  making  the 
guidelines  tight  enough  to  prevent 
leapfrogging,  but  not  so  tight  that  the 
Minister  can  be  accused  of  restricting 
trade.  This  balance  is  taking  a  lot  of  the 
Department's  time,"  he  told  C&D. 

PSNC  delivered  its  oxygen  tender  to 
the  DHSS  on  Tuesday.  The  result  is 
expected  in  six  week's  time. 


guidance  given  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 


)us  symptoms  —  what  Which?  found 


Bad 

Sore 

headache 

throat 

Indigestion 

Diarrhoea 

of  visits 

54 

51 

54 

55 

bout  symptoms 

70% 

49% 

63% 

40% 

st  see  doctor 

48% 

6% 

41% 

9% 

ed  seeing  a  doctor 

94". 

41% 

Bl% 

65% 

lacists  who  sold  a  medicine,  how  many 

checked 

what  had  already  been  taken 

■who  sold  medicine 

37 

51 

41 

51 

hat  medicine  taken 

59% 

24% 

34% 

29% 

"Often  the  pharmacist  didn't  stress  the 
need  to  see  a  doctor  —  giving  the 
impression  the  patient  should  only  go  if  the 
symptoms  didn't  clear  up  after  taking  the 
medicine,"  says  Which? 

The  report  notes  that  a  medicine  was 
sold  by  four  out  of  five  pharmacists, 
although  "ideally  the  pharmacist  shouldn't 
have  sold  any  medicine."  Two  thirds  of 
those  who  sold  a  medicine  failed  to  check 
if  any  other  medicine  was  being  taken. 

Just  over  half  the  pharmacists  asked 
appropriate  questions  about  symptoms, 
but  most  of  the  one  in  four  who  asked  no 
questions  sold  a  medicine,  the  report  says. 

Minor  symptoms  (mild  headache,  sore 
throat,  mild  indigestion  and  recent 
constipation)  were  presented  to  whoever 
served  the  researcher.  Two  out  of  three 
inquiries  were  handled  by  assistants  alone, 
and  in  general  they  asked  fewer  questions 
about  symptoms  than  pharmacists,  the 
report  says. 

Medicines  were  sold  on  all  visits  but 
checks  on  whether  any  other  medicine  was 
being  taken  was  only  made  in  only  one  in 
12  visits,  says  Which  ?  Almost  all 
medicines  cost  less  than  a  prescription, 
but  some  could  have  been  cheaper  still  if  a 
standard,  rather  than  a  branded  product, 
had  been  sold.  Laxatives  were  sold  on  all 
visits  and  three  of  these  were  of  the  less 
appropriate  kind. 

The  report  concludes  with  a  section 
entitled  "Getting  good  results  from  your 
chemist,"  which  advises:  "If  you  want 
expert  advice,  ask  to  speak  to  pharmacist, 
so  that  you  can  discuss  your  symptoms." 
The  concluding  the  remarks  are  endorsed 
by  both  the  NPA  and  the  Society. 


'RGW'  Amoxil 

Bencard  have  received  written 
undertakings  from  HWP  Toiletries  Ltd  of 
Saxmundham,  Suffolk  and  M&A 
Pharmachem  Ltd  of  West  Houghton, 
Bolton  that  they  will  immediately  cease  to 
deal  in  Amoxil  capsules  250mg,  over 
printed  "RGW"  and  hand  over  stocks. 
Pharmacists  returning  stock  to  Bencard  by 
August  10  with  source  details  will  not  be 
prosecuted:  this  offer  is  without  prejudice 
to  the  company's  legal  position. 
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Underwoods  beef 
up  political  lobby 

Underwoods  are  to  appoint  political 
advisers  to  assist  their 
parliamentary  lobbying  against  the 
introduction  of  the  new  contract. 

This  latest  move  follows  the  legal 
moves  undertaken  last  week  by  the 
company  when  they  served  notice  on  the 
Minister  for  Health  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  of  impending  court  action. 
C&D  understands  there  are  four  main 
points  in  the  notice,  any  one  of  which 
could  form  the  basis  of  legal  action  when 

Slow  time  for 
licence  reviews 

The  Committee  on  the  Review  of 
Medicines  has  almost  10.000 
product  licences  of  right  to  review 
by  May  1990. 

The  Department  of  Health  is  confident 
the  Committee  can  complete  the  task  on 
time,  as  required  by  European  Directives. 
According  to  the  Committee's  1984  report, 
2,986  licences  were  available  for  review 
last  year  —  370  were  processed. 

Invitations  for  reviewed  licences  are 
sent  out  about  12  months  before  expiry 
date,  and  there  are  915  more  expected  this 
year,  according  to  the  report. 

There  is,  says  the  report,  "a  substantial 
increase"  in  the  figure  awaiting 
assessment.  Staff  recruitment  problems 
meant  the  secretariat  was  below  strength 
in  1984. 

Asked  what  would  happen  to  products 
not  reviewed  by  the  1990  deadline,  a 
DHSS  spokesman,  said  they  would  all  get 
dealt  with. 

The  Committee  is  turning  next  to 
natural  medicines,  many  of  which  can  be 
considered  in  batches,  he  said.  The 


the  contract  regulations  are  finally  laid. 

Meanwhile  Underwoods  founder 
Harry  Woolf  is  continuing  his  own  intense 
lobbying  of  MPs,  which  includes  writing 
almost  weekly  to  the  Prime  Minster,  the 
Minister  for  Health  and  various  of  their 
Cabinet  colleagues. 

He  takes  the  line  that  the  new  contract 
violates  the  established  principles  of  a 
Tory  government  in  that  it  is  "anti  small 
business".  Also  he  says  it  will  not  save 
money  but  will  increase  bureaucracy, 
unemployment  and  the  monopoly 
positions  of  the  multiples. 

Mr  Woolf  puts  the  delay  in  laying  the 
regulations  down  to  the  "silly  season"  with 
the  onset  of  the  holiday  season  for  the 
various  negotiatiors. 


number  of  licences  to  be  reviewed  could 
therefore  be  misleading. 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
received  12,  163  reports  of  suspected 
adverse  drug  reactions  in  1984.  That 
compares  to  12,689  in  1983  and  10,  179  in 
1980.  Annual  reports  lor  1984  ol: 
Medicines  Commission,  Committee  on 
Salety  ol  Medicines,  Veterinary  Products 
Committee,  British  Pharmacopoeia 
Commission,  Committee  on  the  Review  ol 
Medicines  and  Committee  on  Dental  and 
Surgical  Materials .  HMSO  £2. 85. 


PAC  moves 

PAC  continues  recruiting  and  has 
organised  meetings  for  August  9  in 
Cardiff  (see  Coming  Events)  and 
August  20  in  Glasgow. 

A  meeting  in  Hampshire  last  week 
elected  a  regional  committee  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Richard  Searle,  New 
Milton.  And  Mr  Graeme  Park  of 
Johnstone,  Strathclyde  has  been 
appointed  regional  controller  for 
Scotland . 

The  group  claims  over  600  members 
representing  500  pharmacists. 
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Guild  asks  for 
'Noel  Hall  II' 
pay  review 


The  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
wants  an  independent  review  of  the 
hospital  pharmacy  service. 

Council  received  with  grave  concern  a 
number  of  reports  showing,  yet  again,  a 
continuing  deterioration  in  the 
recruitment  of  pharmacists  to  grade  I  and 
staff  posts,  at  its  meeting  last  week. 

Council  agreed  that  the  problem 
would  not  be  resolved  by  a  pay  settlement 
in  single  figures,  and  agreed  unanimously 
that  an  independent  review  of  hospital  pay 
was  needed  urgently.  It  had  previously 
been  decided  to  wait  for  the  publication  of 
the  Nuffield  Report. 

Whitley  Council  staff  side  members 
were  instructed  to  raise  the  subject  as  a 
matter  of  high  priority  at  the  next  joint 
Whitley  Council  meeting. 
Joint  working  party  on  grading  criteria. 
The  chairman  of  the  staff  side  of  Whitley 
Council,  Bob  Timson,  reported  little 
progress  had  been  made. 


The  vacancy  questionnaire  had  not 
been  mailed  to  all  Health  Authorities  as 
had  been  intended.  But  the  results  of  the 
pilot  survey  had  been  sufficient  to 
demonstrate  that  a  major  problem  exists. 

Mr  Timson  reported  that  the 
management  side  representatives  had 
suggested  a  new  approach  to  grading 
criteria  using  four  flexible  non-specific 
definitions,  and  a  paper  on  this  had  been 
promised  for  the  September  meeting. 
Management  responsibility  In  a  letter  to 
professional  secretary  Marion  Dinwoodie, 
the  chief  pharmacist  at  the  DHSS,  Brian 
Wills,  confirmed  that  each  District  Health 
Authority  would  be  permitted  to  plan  its 
services  as  it  saw  best,  and  that  nothing 
mitigated  against  the  organisation  of 
pharmacy  services  on  a  district  basis. 
Each  RHA  would  be  expected  to  take  the 
lead  in  discussions  and  to  approve  all 
proposed  management  arrangements. 

All  professional  chief  officers, 
including  pharmaceutical  officers,  would 
ultimately  be  accountable  to  the  general 
manager  for  day-to-day  management 
functions,  but  should  remain  directly 
accountable  and  have  direct  access  to  the 
Health  Authority  for  the  provision  and 
quality  of  professional  advice. 


Goldberg  never 
Lilly  employee 

Professor  Sir  Abraham  Goldberg 
was  never  employed  by  Eli  Lilly, 
Health  Minister  Kenneth  Clarke  told 
Labour's  Jack  Ashley  in  a  written 
Commons  reply  last  week. 

Staff  at  Sir  Abraham's  university 
department  did  a  study  on  gastric 
bleeding  with  benoxaprofen  and 
flurbiprofen  financed  by  Lilly.  "Such 
financing  is  normal  practice  where  a 
university  department  does  work  for  the 
pharmaceutical  industry,"  Mr  Clarke  said. 

The  study  was  done  from  1978-80.  Sir 
Abraham  advised  on  its  planning  but  did 
not  take  part.  In  January  1980  his  staff 
began  planning  another  study  on 
benoxaprofen  which  continued  until  1982 
but  was  not  completed.  Sir  Abraham  gave 
no  advice  on  that  study  and  took  no  part, 
Mr  Clarke  said. 

Sir  Abraham  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  when  it 
advised  that  Opren  be  licensed,  in 
February  1980.  He  joined  the  CSM  in 
March  1980  and  was  fully  involved  in  all 
the  Committee's  discussions  leading  up  to 
the  UK  withdrawal  of  Opren  in  August  82. 
□  Which  ?  puts  the  case  for  compensation 
for  people  who  believe  they  have  suffered 


side  effects  from  drugs  in  its  August 
edition.  Opren  is  chosen  as  an  example. 

EEC  proposals  to  change  product 
liability  laws  may  make  claims  for  such 
people  easier,  says  Which?  But  as  long  as 
manufacturers  can  claim  "state  of  the  art 
defence"  —  ie  the  manufacturer  is  not 
liable  if  he  can  show  that  he  could  have  not 
reasonably  foreseen  the  loss  or  damage, 
given  the  general  state  of  knowledge  about 
the  particular  type  of  product  — 
consumers  will  continue  to  face  a  tough, 
^and  often  hopeless,  battle  for 
compensation,  says  the  magazine. 


Lost  profits 


The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  says  that  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  has  failed  to 
view  with  sufficient  concern  the 
pharmaceutical  industry's  declining 
profitability  in  its  dealings  with  the  NHS. 

The  Association  has  welcomed  the 
PAC's  latest  report  on  the  PPRS,  saying 
that  it  acknowledges  that  pharmaceutical 
investment  carries  a  higher  risk  than 
defence  contractors. 

"But  against  a  current  recommended 
rate  of  return  for  Government  contractors 
of  some  19  to  20  per  cent  the  industry's 
earnings  are  now  disturbingly  low,"  says 
ABPI  director  Dr  John  Griff  en. 


Presentation 

Nurofen  is  available  as  a  white  sugar-coated 
tablet  containing  200mg  of  ibuprofen  BP. 

Uses 

Nurofen  is  effective  in  the  relief  of  headaches, 
cold  and  'flu  symptoms,  dental  pain  and 
neuralgia,  rheumatic  and  muscular  pain, 
backache,  migraine  headache  and  period  pain. 
Nurofen  also  reduces  inflammation  and 
temperature. 


NUROFEN 

A  BREAKTHROUGH  IN  PAIN  RELIEF 


F2  TABLETS 


Dosage  and  Administration 

Adults  and  children  over  12  years:  Initial  dose 
2  tablets  taken  with  water,  then  if  necessary,  1 
or  2  tablets  every  four  hours.  Do  not  exceed 
six  tablets  in  any  24  hours. 
Not  suitable  for  children  under  12  years  of  age. 

Contra-Indications,  Warnings  etc. 

Nurofen  should  be  avoided  by  patients  with  a 
stomach  ulcer  or  other  stomach  disorder. 
Nurofen  is  contra-indicated  if  there  is  a 
history  of  allergy  or  bronchospasm  due  to 
aspirin  or  similar  drugs. 
Patients  receiving  regular  medication  should 
be  advised  to  consult  their  doctor  before 
taking  Nurofen. 

Patients  should  be  advised  that  if  their 
symptoms  persist  for  more  than  three  days 
they  should  consult  their  doctor. 


NUROFEN 


A  BREAKTHROUGH 
IN  PAIN  RELIEF 


Pharmaceutical  Precautions  None. 
Legal  Category  Pharmacy  Medicine. 

B 

Package  Quantities 

Nurofen  is  available  in  packs  of  12, 24  and  48 
tablets. 

Product  Licence  Number  0327/0004 
Crookes  Products  Ltd.,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA. 
Date  of  preparation  of  Data  Sheet:  April  1984. 
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Why  is  Nurofen  now 
the  most  frequently 
recommended 


branded  analgesic?  ^ 


Nurofen  (ibuprofen)  has  been  clinically  proven  as 
a  well  tolerated  and  effective  analgesic  for  the 
relief  of  mild  to  moderate  pain.  And  now  recent 
research111  has  shown  that,  among  Pharmacists, 
Nurofen  is  the  most  frequently  recommended 
branded  analgesic.  Pharmacists,  Doctors  and 
Dentists  all  recommend  Nurofen  (ibuprofen) 
with  confidence. 

Migraine  headache 

"ibuprofen  was  significantly  superior  to 
paracetamol  in  reducing  headache  severity  and 
duration ...  nausea  and  vomiting  were  also 
reduced"'2!  ■ 


Period  Pain 

"a  few  patients ...  demanded  to  know  the  drug 
that  gave  them  such  excellent  pain  relief ...  In  all 
such  cases,  ibuprofen  was  the  preferred  agent"131 

Sprains  and  strains 

"ibuprofen  significantly  reduces  the  period  of 
pain ...  compared  to  aspirin141"...  only  ibuprofen 
significantly  improved  the  limitation  of 
movement  of  the  injured  joint"151 

Dental  pain 

"ibuprofen  is  the  analgesic  of  choice  over 
codeine  for  pain  resulting  from  dental  surgery"161 

Rheumatic  pain 

"ibuprofen  is  of  unquestionable  benefit  in 
relieving  the  symptoms  of ...  non  articular 
rheumatism"'71 

The  analgesic  with  a  clear  margin  of  safety. 


The  ideal  OTC  analgesic. 


36  tablets 


Proflex 


o 


G 


NEW  PACK  WITH 
A  CUT-BACK  IN  PRICE. 


Our  new  pack  design  for  backache  Your  margin  of  30  per  cent  on  each 

sufferers  is  certainly  more  up-front  than      pack  sold  still  applies. 

Still  on  the  subject  of  money, 
we'll  be  spending  £3/4  million 
continuously  on  advertising  in  the 
national  press. 

A  Ciba  representative  will  be 
visiting  you  in  the  next  few  days 
to  press  home  the  point  that  we'll 
be  bringing  backache  sufferers  to 
your  door. 

It's  always  good  to  close  on  a 


12  TABLETS. 


before. 

Being  much  more  obvious  in 
purpose,  it's  sure  to  catch  their  eye.  | 

Equally  attractive  to  your 
customers  will  be  our  new,  reduced 
prices.  It  is  our  way  of  passing 
on  the  benefits  of  our  reduced 
packaging  costs. 

A  carton  of  12  blister-packed 
tablets  will  now  cost  only  69p. 

While  a  carton  of  36  tablets  has  seen  profitable  note.  (qb/J 
an  even  greater  drop  in  price  to  just  £1.96. 


36  TABLETS. 


CONSUMER  r  PHARMACEUTICALS 


ABPI  calls  for 
patent  life 
extension 

Urgent  Government  action  is 
needed  to  restore  the  effective 
patent  life  of  new  medicines,  says 
the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry. 

If  restoration  is  not  achieved  the  ability 
of  research-based  companies  io  finance 
therapeutic  advances  will  be  critically 
undermined,  the  Association  says  in  a 
report  published  last  week. 

In  1960  the  average  length  of  patent 
life  left  for  a  new  medicine  entering  the 
British  market  was  13  years,  today  in 
practical  terms  it  is  four  years,  it  says. 

It  would  like  to  see  effective  patent 
protection  extended  to  a  15  to  20  year 
span,  in  line  with  that  enjoyed  by  products 
that  do  not  need  long  safety  testing. 

The  report  quotes  the  American 
experience  "where  patent  life  has  recently 
been  extended  to  what  in  practice  is  an 
overall  maximum  term  of  25  years  from  the 
time  of  filing." 

"Britain  should  be  prepared  to  take  a 
leading  role  in  pharmaceutical  patent  life 
restoration,"  says  the  report's  author,  ABPI 
director  of  economic  planning  David 
Taylor.  "It  would  be  completely  against 

Guilty  verdict  in 
triple  arson  case 


community  interests  if  the  government 
attempts  to  reduce  health  care  costs  by 
throttling  off  rates  of  therapeutic 
innovation." 

As  an  interim  measure  the  Association 
urges  the  Government  to  remove  Britain's 
unique  "licence  of  right"  endorsements 
which  allow  imitators  to  apply  to  copy 
and/or  market  products  during  the  last 
four  years  of  their  patent  terms. 

This  anomalous  position  arose  after  the 
European  Patent  Convention  of  1977, 
which  required  all  contracting  countries  to 
raise  patent  terms  to  20  years  from  the  time 
of  filing.  The  UK  did  so  in  June  1978,  but 
for  patents  filed  after  June  1967  imposed 
the  licence  of  right  endorsement  to  apply 
after  16  years  of  the  patent  life. 
□  The  House  of  Lords  has  declared  that 
licences  of  right  should  not  start  until  the 
seventeenth  year  of  a  product's  patent  life. 

The  decision  is  part  of  Lords 
declaration  after  appeals  on  cases 
involving  Allen  &  Hanburys/Generics 
(UK)  and  Beecham  Group/Gist-Brocades. 

The  Law  Lords  concluded  that  the 
Comptroller  General  for  Patents  can  settle 
terms  for  licences  of  right  before  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  year  of  a  patent.  However, 
a  licence  cannot  be  effective  before  terms 
are  agreed  and  in  any  case  not  before  the 
end  of  the  sixteenth  year.  The  Comptroller 
can  preclude  or  impose  limitations  on 
imports  from  non-EEC  countries. 
Importation  of  products  from  EEC  states 
will  be  referred  to  the  European  Court. 


When  the  police  arrived  at  the  first 
blaze  Mr  Patel  gave  them  ihe  impression 
that  he  was  on  the  scene  in  an  official 
capacity,  declaring  he  was  from  "Zulu 
Tango"  —  the  official  code  for  Sutton 
Police  Station. 

The  next  blaze  was  at  St  Clare's 
Chemists  at  Fair  Green  Parade,  Mitcham, 
which  was  also  owned  by  N.S.K.  Patel. 
The  third  fire  was  in  a  pharmacy  owned  by 
Jagdish  Kanani  in  London  Road,  Thornton 
Heath.  It  started  at  4.30am. 

At  the  first  and  third  fires  Mr  Patel's 
distinctive  blue  Mercedes  was  seen  in  the 
vicinity.  Again  he  was  at  the  third  fire 
chatting  to  former  police  colleagues  whom 
he  knew. 

The  blaze  in  London  Road  filled  an 
adjoining  flat  with  smoke,  causing  the 
occupants  to  flee  for  their  lives. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  whoever  started 
these  blazes  had  a  complete  disregard  for 
human  life,"  said  Mr  Keith  Evans, 
defending.  But  whoever  it  was,  Mr  Patel 
told  the  jury,  it  was  not  him. 

Mr  Patel  will  be  sentenced  after  social 
and  psychiatric  reports  have  been 
prepared  on  him,  and  for  that  purpose  he 
was  remanded  in  custody. 


Script  battles 

An  application  to  open  a  pharmacy 
in  the  Cambridgeshire  village  of 
Yaxley  is  meeting  with  opposition 
from  dispensing  doctors  who  have 
mobilised  the  villagers. 

Mr  Navanit  Patel  has  applied  to  open  a 
pharmacy  some  200  yards  or  so  from  the 
village's  health  centre  which  houses  five 
dispensing  doctors. 

Mr  Patel  told  C&D  that  the  village  has  a 
population  of  about  7,000,  but  that  there 
was  a  lot  of  development  going  on. 
Huntingdon  Council  had  told  him  they 
expected  the  village  to  top  10,000  by  1990. 

According  to  the  Peterborough 
Evening  Telegraph,  the  doctors  at  the 
health  centre  claim  the  support  of  the 
patients  association,  the  parish  council, 
the  local  MP  and  the  CHC.  And  at  a 
recent  meeting  in  the  village,  more  than 
400  people  pledged  their  support. 

The  application  has  been  discussed  by 
the  dispensing  subcommittee  and  referred 
to  the  RDC.  Two  applications  to  open 
pharmacies  in  Yaxley  have  been  received; 
Cambridgeshire  LPC  is  supporting  only 
one. 

An  application  for  a  pharmacy  to  open 
in  Buckton  in  the  county  has  also  been 
referred  to  the  RDC,  as  has  an  application 
for  doctors  to  dispense  in  the  villages  of 
Oakmgton,  Westwick,  Dry  Drayton  and 
Lolworth  on  the  outskirts  of  Cambridge. 

In  another  case,  two  doctors  have  been 
given  outline  consent  to  dispense  in  the 
villages  of  Caster,  Ailsworth,  Sutton, 
Upton,  and  Marholm. 


A  former  London  policeman  who 
deliberately  set  fire  to  three 
pharmacies  in  a  single  night, 
putting  lives  at  risk,  was  found 
guilty  on  three  charges  at  the  Old 
Bailey  last  week. 

All  three  shops  were  gutted.  "They 
were  all  burnt  down  in  the  same  way  — 
inflammable  liquid  put  through  the  letter 
boxes  and  set  alight,"  said  Mr  Robert 
Seymour,  prosecuting. 

Mr  Kirit  Patel  of  Thornton  Heath  — 
whose  wife  is  a  pharmacist  —  denied  three 
charges  of  causing  damage  by  arson  and 
three  more  serious  charges  of  recklessly  or 
intentionally  putting  life  at  risk  by  arson. 

The  first  blaze  started  at  1 ,30am  at  Nsk 
Chemists  in  Upper  Tooting  Road,  Tooting, 
on  April  23  last  year,  said  Mr  Seymour.  In 
relation  to  that  fire  Patel  was  found  guilty 
of  arson  but  in  the  two  fires  that  followed 
he  was  convicted  of  the  more  serious 
charges  involving  danger  to  life. 


 ■■ "aife..    ■. 

A  technician  at  Damon  Biotech  uses  the 
Encapcel  cell  culture  process  to 
encapsulate  hybridoma  cells  which 
produce  high  yields  of  monoclonal 
antibodies.  A  new  Scottish  company, 
Damon  Biotech,  in  which  the  American 
parent  will  own  an  equity  interest  of  about 
80  per  cent,  is  to  construct  and  operate  "the 
largest  monoclonal  antibody  plant  in  the 
world"  at  Livingston  New  Town,  near 
Edinburgh.  The  £30  million  investment  will 
be  financed  by  a  UK  consortium 
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THE  SILVER  AWARD  WINNERS 


Ibur  Take  Silver! 

After  the  superb  start  to  the  photofmishing  season 
when  no  less  than  ten  laboratories  achieved  the  Kodak 
Point  Standard,  four  have  gone  on  to  achieve  similarly  high 
standards  for  the  second  month  running.  This  splendid 
achievement  gains  these  laboratories  Kodak's  first  Silver 
Awards  for  1985  and  sets  them  well  on  their  way  to  the 
prestigious  Gold  Awards. 

We  wish  them  the  very  best  of  luck. 

Congratulations  also  to  the  three  newcomers  to  the 
Table  of  Merit  this  year.  They  achieved  the  Kodak  Point 
Standard  for  May,  judged  by  a  combination  of  results  from 
the  Kodak  Monitoring  Service  and  blind  survey  prints. 


TABLE  OF  MERIT.  MAY  1985. 

T.  Litster,  Peebles 

Colourcare  International,  Neath 

Photolab  Express,  Cardiff 

Regency  Film  Services,  Enfield 

Grim  wick  Processing  Labs, 
Borehamwood 

Nashua  Photo  Products,  Paignton 

Marlowe  Colour  Laboratory, 
Canterbury. 


L 

THE  KODAK  AWARDS  FOR  QUALITY. 

The  competition  is  open  to  all  independent  photo- 
fmishers  who  use  Kodak  'Ektacolor  paper  and  formulated 
chemicals. 

Kodak  and  its  subsidiary  companies  are  excluded. 

All  photohnishers  who  regularly  and  continuously 
return  full  sets  of  quality  monitoring  strips  to  the  Kodak 
Monitoring  Service  are  automatically  included  in  the  scheme 
which  runs  from  April  to  November  1985. 

For  pictures  that 
match  the  memories. 


Kodak  and  Ektacolor  are  trademar  ks 


S  TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xrayser 


The  1985 
CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

CHEMIST  ASSISTANT 
OF  THE  YEAR 
COMPETITION 

Have  you  found  the  poster  announcing  this 
year's  competition  yet  among  the  loose  inserts  in 
this  week's  issue?  Please  display  and  then  enter. 

Animal  drug 
racket  exposed 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
uncovered  a  blackmarket  network 
in  veterinary  drugs. 

Raids  took  place  last  week  following  six 
months  of  investigations  by  Society 
inspectors  aided  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  the  police. 

Large  amounts  of  antibiotics  and 
"other  Prescription  Only  drugs"  were 
seized  in  the  raids  along  with  computer 
records,  fake  invoices  and  other  evidence. 
The  investigation  is  one  of  the  largest  the 
Society  has  undertaken. 

No  pharmacists  are  involved  bui 
several  registered  agricultural  merchants 
are  being  questioned.  It  is  expected  that 
some  will  be  reported  to  the  Society's  Law 
Committee  although  proceedings 
probably  won't  start  until  the  year  end. 
The  maximum  penalties  for  the  offences 
believed  to  have  been  committed  are  two 
years  in  prison  and/or  an  unlimited  fine. 

It  is  estimated  that  more  than  £1,000  a 
week  of  illegal  antibiotics  were  flooding 
farms  in  the  West  of  England.  The  worst  hit 
areas  were  Gloucestershire  and  Wiltshire 
but  it  appears  other  parts  of  the  country 
are  also  affected. 

"It  is  not  possible  to  estimate  the  extent 
of  contamination  of  meat  and  dairy 
products  which  could  have  been  caused 
by  the  continued  supply  of  these  illegal 
drugs,  but  the  public  health  risk  would  be 
considerable,"  Gordon  Appelbe,  the 
Society's  chief  inspector,  said  last  week. 


Opas  recall 

Wigglesworth  are  asking  pharmacists  to 
examine  stocks  of  Opas  tablets  (60's),  and 
return  for  exchange  any  of  batch 
B255243A.  There  has  been  a  variation  of 
flavour  in  the  batch  which  may  make  the 
tablets  less  acceptable  to  regular  users. 
Returns  should  be  made  to  Wigglesworth 
(1982)  Ltd,  Cunard  Road,  North  Acton, 
London  NW10  6PN,  not  to  distributors 
Leo.  Postage  will  be  compensated  with 
additional  packs. 


RPM  stays 

There  are  no  plans  to  abolish  resale  price 
maintenance  for  chemists,  Under 
Secretary  for  Corporate  and  Consumer 
Affairs  Alex  Fletcher  said  in  a  Commons 
reply  last  week.  Before  a  review  can  take 
place  there  must  be  a  demonstrable 
change  in  circumstances. 


Only  skin  deep? 

We  haven't  had  all  that  much  of  a  Summer 
so  far,  but  I  still  find  customers  who  have 
managed  to  get  themselves  nicely  cooked 
like  saveloys. 

We  tend  to  stick  to  that  currently  out  of 
fashion  product,  calamine  lotion  which  we 
bring  up  to  1.5  per  cent  phenol  content  for 
these  people:  the  phenol  has  an 
anaesthetic  effect  additional  to  the  cooling 
qualities  of  an  evaporating  lotion.  We  also 
find  aspirin  and  Piriton  useful  in 
diminishing  discomfort. 

But  today  we  had  a  lady  in,  with  her 
skin  dry,  a  dirty  brown  colour,  peeling  to 
reveal  garish  pink  patches.  She  was 
accompanied  by  a  4  year  old  child.  She 
took  off  her  light  jacket  to  ask  advice,  but 
when  she  pulled  the  sleeve  free,  flakes  of 
skin  sloughed  off.  At  this  point,  the  little 
child,  taken  by  the  novelty  of  the  sight  and 
quite  unable  to  contain  his  astonishment, 
cried  out:  "Oh  Grandma ...  is  your  skin 
that  old? 


New  contract 

Who  is  leaking  all  these  draft  documents  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Press?  The  Editor  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  tell  me  since  he 
knows  I  would  reveal  all.  I  believe  that 
person  is  reneging  on  his  colleagues  while 
they  negotiate.  It  cannot  help  if  the  various 
interim  positions  taken  during  talks  are 
publicised,  since  it  throws  alarm  and 
confusion  into  all.  My  own  feeling  is  that 
we  publish  these  scoops  with  no  joy,  but 
having  been  given  the  information  can 
hardly  suppress  it.  [Just  so!  Editor} 

However,  from  the  latest  information  it 
would  appear  we  may  not  be  approaching 
Utopia  after  all.  I  can  understand 
Government  demanding  that  those 
pharmacies  which  undertake  NHS 
contracting  should  conform  to  reasonable 
standards  of  economy.  But  while  that 
Government  should  no  longer  be  expected 
to  dish  out  a  universal  Basic  Practice 
Allowance  of  £3,000  (eg  just  because  we 
are  pharmacists  and  decide  to  avail 
ourselves  of  an  undisputed  right  to  a 
contract),  I  am  appalled  to  find  "licensing 
authorities"  are  to  be  required  to  pay  no 
heed  to  the  unpaid  services  which  retail 
pharmacies  provide,  when  considering  the 
various  applications  before  them.  Were  we 
not  told  Stage  2  of  the  agreement  would  be 
based  on  the  findings  of  the  Nuffield 
inquiry? 

Previous  Ministers  for  Health  asked  us 
to  define  our  role.  A  few  soul-searching 
years  have  passed  since  we  began  that 
painful  seli-examination.  By  all  means 
establish  levels  of  NHS  sufficiency  as 


important,  but  if  the  future  of  retail 
pharmacy  is  to  be  solely  based  on  NHS 
dispensing,  then  our  future  is  being 
defined  as  production-line  dispensing. 
Pure  contract  dispensing.  So  far  as  a 
profession  is  concerned  it  won't  be  worth  a 
candle  but  could  be  met  by  about  3,000 
establishments  nationally.  There  will  be  no 
place  for  me.  Nor  would  I  want  one. 

If  this  goes  through  unchanged  we  will 
have  reaped  the  reward  of  our  past  inertia 
in  not  recognising  the  need  to  arouse  in 
the  broadest  public,  a  true  perception  of 
the  value  of  what  we  give  the  community 
—  and  it  will  serve  us  right. 


Leapfrog  OK 

Leapfroggers  may  not  be  dead  yet.  But 
having  read  the  suggestions  on  new 
openings,  I'm  not  too  unhappy.  There  is 
seen  a  need  for  competition  to  be  allowed 
in  circumstances  where  existing 
contractors  aren't  as  good  as  they  might 
be.       Indeed,  I  felt  the  companies  made 
this  a  valid  point  in  their  objections,  which 
appears  to  have  been  recognised.  Where  a 
new  opening  is  agreed  there  is  bound  to 
be  some  loss  of  earnings  for  other 
pharmacies  nearby.  So  long  as  proper 
figures  based  on  actual  overheads,  script 
numbers  etc,  can  show  the  existing 
businesses  will  not  become  unprofitable, 
this  could  be  acceptable. 


Druggies  

I've  made  my  position  pretty  clear  in  the 
past.  The  drug  abusers  and  addicts  get 
pretty  short  shrift  in  my  shop  if  they  start 
any  malarky.  But  I  have  to  report  a  change 
in  the  atmosphere.  I  have  got  rid  of  the 
persistent  offenders,  partly  with  police 
help  in  a  blunt  approach  to  a  couple  of 
GPs  who  had  seemed  somewhat  carefree 
in  their  safeguards.  The  magic  words, 
"Home  Office"  worked  wonders.  I  now  find 
myseli  for  the  first  time  with  addicts  who 
are  genuinely  working  to  break  the  habit.  I 
hear  what  they  say  and  confess  I  begin  to 
admire  them. 

Their  fight  is  uphill,  day  and  night. 
They  don't  try  to  cheat  me.  They  are 
astonishingly  gentle,  though  marked  by 
years  of  suffering.  And  I  have  had  to 
review  my  conviction  that  drug  addicts 
were  beyond  hope,  finished.  Whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  we  have  to  support  these 
damaged  people,  without  censure, 
because  they  have  become  victims  of 
current  life. 

We  are  the  only  source  of  informed 
medical  knowledge  freely  available  to  the 
public  at  any  time  of  day.  Where  would 
they  turn  without  us? 
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counterpoints; 


Ciba  roll  out 
new  look  Prof  lex 

New  pack  design,  lower  retail  prices  and  a 
national  Press  campaign  are  the  main 
elements  of  a  relaunch  of  Proflex  by  Ciba 
Consumer  Pharmaceuticals. 

The  new  blister  packs  become 
available  this  month  at  reduced  prices  of 
£0.69  (12  tablets)  and  £1.96  (36  tablets). 
Savings  in  packaging  costs  and  a  move  to 
in-house  production  enable  trade  margins 
to  remain  at  30  per  cent,  says  marketing 
manager  Roy  Simpson. 

Ciba  representatives  will  be  calling  on 
all  pharmacies  in  the  new  few  weeks  to 


introduce  the  new  pack  and  make  stock 
adjustments.  Display  support  includes 
counter  units,  shelf  trays,  giant  packs,  and 
a  booklet  on  backache  and  muscular  pain 
which  is  also  featured  in  the  advertising. 

A  £750,000  national  Press  campaign 
backing  the  product  in  daily  and  Sunday 
newspapers  starts  in  September  to  run  for 
40  weeks.  "People  suffer  from  back  pam 
all  the  year  round,  so  it  is  essential  we 
deliver  a  continuous  message,"  says  Mr 
Simpson. 

The  campaign,  which  will  take  an 
educational  approach,  is  expected  to 
reach  80  per  cent  of  adults.  Television 
advertising  is  to  be  tested  in  Tyne  Tees 
with  a  continuous  presence  over  a  year  at 
a  national  equivalent  spend  of  £1.2m.  A 
national  roll  out  will  be  considered  if 
results  are  positive. 

Around  £300,000  has  been  earmarked 
for  below  the  line  promotion,  which 
includes  briefing  the  consumer  Press  and 
distribution  of  a  taped  interview  to  local 
radio  stations. 

Ciba  value  the  back  pain  market  at 
£15m  —  17  million  people  suffer  a  year, 
they  estimate,  with  six  million  buying  OTC 
products  for  its  relief.  Proflex  currently 
holds  nearly  2  per  cent  of  the  total 
analgesics  market.  Ciba  acquired  the 
brand  from  International  Laboratories  last 
Summer.  Ciba  Consumer 
Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst Road, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 


Evatest  Rapid 
for  home  use 


Evatest  Rapid  is  a  new  home  pregnancy 
test  kit  that  can  be  used  on  the  day  the 
period  is  due. 

Based  on  monoclonal  antibiodes,  the 
test  is  an  established  hospital  product  that 
has  been  repackaged  specifically  for 
home  use.  The  lid  in  the  kit  can  be  used  as 
a  urine  collecting  vessel,  being 
chemically  clean  and  free  from  detergent. 
Two  drops  of  urine  are  added  to  the  test 
vial  and  mixed  with  the  contents  of  the 
diluent  vial.  A  positive  result  is  shown  as  a 
clearly  defined  ring  within  an  hour,  and  as 
a  safety  precaution  the  instruction  leaflet 
recommends  that  the  results  are  read 
within  10  minutes. 

The  test  is  sensitive  to  150  iu/1  human 
chorionic  gonadotropin  and  clinical  trials 
have  shown  an  accuracy  of  99.49  per  cent. 
There  are  two  tests  in  each  pack  (£5.95). 

The  product  is  being  marketed  by 
Thames  Genelink,  the  diagnostics  division 
of  the  Thames  group  of  companies.  They 
chose  the  conventional  haemagglutmation 
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inhibition  principle  because  of  its  simple 
two-step  procedure,  its  proven  reliability 
and  its  ease  of  interpretation. 


Thames  Laboratories'  representatives 
will  be  offering  bonus  deals  during  the 
launch  period.  Merchandising  dispensers 
are  also  available,  together  with 
promotional  gifts  for  pharmacy  assistants. 

A  telephone  advisory  service  is  open  to 
pharmacists  and  consumers  during  office 
hours.  Thames  Genelink,  The  Old  Blue 
School,  Lower  Square,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex  TW76RL. 


STANDS 
FOR  PROFIT 


a  III  := 


Lady  Jayne  have 
combined  its  innovative 
skills  of  developing  new 
products,  with  the  best  in 
point-of-sale  display  stands. 


Laughton  &  Sons  Ltd., 
Warstock  Road,  Birmingham. 


I AFTER  THB  NATIONAL.  TV.  CAMPA/6N7ZJ 


STOCK  frRLBYS  NEW  RMSKS  I 
WITH  WHOlEtAEAL  AND  ITU  BE 
HEALTHIER  FOR  EVERYONE/  f 


YIK£$!  I P/PNTKNOW  THBRl 
&t  SUCH  A  STRONG  VEMANl 


ywM  I  they're  so  tasty-  get  son 

OR  lU  EAT  YOU  FOR  0REAKFAS 


COUNTERPOINTS: 


Strep* 

original  flavour 


wia  medicine 
g        sore  throats 


Strepsif, 


THROATS 


£5m+  support 
from  Crookes 

Crookes  Products  have  announced  plans 
for  all  their  major  brands  in  1985-86.  And 
it  adds  up  to  over  £5m  in  advertising 
support,  with  considerable  below  the  line 
activity. 

The  company  is  putting  £lm  behind 
Strepsils  this  Winter.  A  national  television 
campaign  will  run  from  November  to 
February,  with  a  new  commercial  — 
"Strepsils,  solid  medicine  for  sore  throats". 
Crookes  say  Strepsils  had  a  16  per  cent 
value  share  in  1984  —  up  33  per  cent;  the 


total  market  grew  by  18  per  cent.  POS 
material  will  pick  up  on  the  advertising 
theme. 

A  £lm  national  television  campaign  for 
Optrex  is  currently  running.  In  the  past, 
advertising  has  been  confined  to  the  peak 
Summer  months,  but  this  year  Crookes 
plan  a  second  burst  for  January  with  a 
modified  Winter  version  on  the  "Optrex  — 
a  sight  for  sore  eyes"  theme.  Shelf 
reservers,  range  display  units,  and 
window  stickers  are  available. 

The  growth  in  Optrex  has  prompted  a 
corresponding  growth  in  the  eye  care 
market,  say  Crookes,  who  put  Optrex's 
share  of  the  £7m  market  at  over  77  per 
cent,  with  1984  sales  45  per  cent  ahead  of 
1982. 

Crookes  say  they  have  put  £1  '/2m 
behind  the  brand  since  they  bought  it  and 
plan  new  facilities  in  Nottingham. 

National  television  advertising  for 
Nurofen  starts  again  in  September  and 
continues  throughout  the  Winter  with  a 
£2m  spend.  Women's  Press  advertising  in 
the  Autumn  will  highlight  Nurofen  for  the 
relief  of  period  pain. 

Prepacked  counter  display  units  are 


available  holding  six  12s,  six  24s  and  four 
48s  and  featuring  the  Queen's  Award  mark 
for  technological  achievement. 

Karvol  is  to  get  a  £2/3m  boost  pre-  and 
post-Christmas  with  a  new  commercial  — 
"For  noses  and  dozes".  Crookes  say 
Karvol  has  a  50  per  cent  share  of  the 
£2 '/2m  decongestant  market,  with  sales  up 
fivefold  since  the  1980  change  from  the 
"ethical"  pack. 

Crookes  are  spending  £750,000  on 
their  vitamins,  with  a  national  television 
campaign  —  "Pick  one  up  when  you're 
down"  —  starting  in  October  and  running 
throughout  the  Winter.  A  display  outer 
and  a  plastic  shelf  reserver  are  available 
prepacked  with  copies  of  The  Crookes 
Vitamin  Guide. 

Anodesyn  is  being  supported  for  the 
first  time  this  year.  A  Press  campaign  has 
started  and  will  run  to  September. 
Showcards  and  bonuses  are  available. 

For  the  future  Crookes  plan  to  turn 
their  attention  to  some  of  their  other 
brands,  such  as  Dijex,  for  which  new  POS 
and  advice  material  is  available.  Crookes 
Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  94, 1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NG23AA. 


UNPARALLELED  QUALITY... 
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Wyeth  are  now  making  available  the  following 
major  products  from  their  range  of  generics: 

*  Lorazepam  tablets  1mg  &  2.5mg 

*  Oxazepam  tablets  B.P.  10mg  &  15mg 

*  Temazepam  capsules  10mg  &  20mg 

*  Aluminium  Hydroxide  Mixture  B.P.  2  litre 

For  information,  prices  and  discounts  available 
phone  the  WYETH  "HOTLINE"  06286  4377  Ext  4345 
or  post  the  coupon  below. 


, .  made  in  Britain  by  Wyeth 

, .  the  backing  of  the  product  originator 

.  f  or  a  high  degree  of  patient  acceptance 


* 


WYETH 


GENERICS 


•Trade  Marks 
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'COUNTERPOINT'S. 


Classic  winners 
for  August 


Jnichem's  classic  winners  promotion  will 
-un  until  August  31 .  Selected  lines  have 
window  bills  and  shelf  talkers. 

Products  featured  in  the  promotion 
ire:  Andrex  2  rolls,  Bodymist  roll-on  and 
solid,  Colgate  dental  cream  and  gel, 
3osifits,  Dettol,  Farley  rusks,  Gillette 
Contour  and  Gil,  Johnsons  baby  powder, 
Konica  films,  Lil-lets,  Panty  Pads  10s  and 
20s,  Ponds  cream,  light  moisturiser, 
Vanishing  cream  and  dry  skin  cream, 
Steradent  powder,  tablets,  Deep  Clean 
and  fixative,  V05  shampoo  (25  per  cent 
sxtra),  Wet  Ones  15s,  50s  and  70s. 

Members'  offers  available  comprise: 
Alberto  Balsam  conditioner,  Alberto 
Natural  Silk  shampoo  and  conditioner,  All 
Fresh  Clean-up  squares,  Andrews,  Aspro 
2\eai  (regular),  Babyfresh  wipes,  Bisodol 
oowders  and  tablets,  Brut  33  stick 
deodorant  (25  per  cent  extra),  Brut  talc, 
;reme  shave,  All  Over  shampoo  (50  per 
rent  extra),  Casual,  Complete  Care  cream 
and  lotion,  Cymalon,  Dentu-creme,  Dr 
Whites  Secrets  10s  and  20s,  Duracell 
batteries,  Elnett  hairspray,  Fairy  toilet 
soap  twinpack,  Femfresh,  Feminax, 
oermolene  footspray,  Glints,  Harmony 
colour  foam,  Head  &  Shoulders  and  free 
manicure  set,  Hedex,  Hermesetas,  Wella 
Ideas  in  Colour,  Impulse  body  spray, 
[ngrams,  Interden  sticks,  Izal,  Joy  Rides, 
Kleenex  for  Men,  Super  3  and  travel 
cissues,  Kotex  Stowaways,  Lilia  Stick  on 
regular  and  super  10s,  Listerine,  Maws 
Simpla  tablets,  Murine,  Palmolive  rapid 
shave,  Pin-up  End  Curl  and  Full  Head, 
Preparation  H,  Progress  (450g),  Ribena, 
Robinsons  baby  foods  and  juices,  Selsun, 
SR  toothpaste,  Sure  solid  anti-perspirant 
(25  per  cent  extra),  and  anti-perspirant  for 
men  25  per  cent  extra,  Tender  Touch 
wipes,  puffs,  pleats,  pads  and  rolls,  Toni 
Wholehead  and  Tip,  Topol  smokers 
toothpaste,  Trugel  (75ml),  Twink  End  Curl 
and  Full  Head,  Velvet  Perm  Natural  Head 
and  colour  treated  hair,  Vespre  regular, 
deodorised  10s,  20s,  Vidal  Sassoon  styling 
gel  (25  per  cent  extra),  shampoo  and 
remoisturiser  and  styling  mousse,  V05 
conditioner,  Woodwards  gripewater,  ZR 
aerosols,  roll-on  and  solid,  Vitalis  (100ml, 
200ml). 

Sundries  available  are:  Pure  Silicone 
baby  range,  Waterfall  capsules,  Unichem 
shaving  brushes,  Benjy  Bibs,  Addis 
hairbrushes,  Ever  Ready  Personna  range, 
Unichem  Sponges  and  Newtons  chiropody 
sponge.  Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House, 
Cox  Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey. 
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Woolly  thinking 
from  S&N? 

From  September,  Smith  &  Nephew  are 
offering  purchasers  of  Atrixo  hand  cream, 
free  Patons  knitting  patterns. 

The  pattern  designs  are  to  be  printed 
on  a  full  colour  leaflet  attached  to  the  lids 
of  the  50ml,  100ml  and  200ml  tubs. 
Included  in  the  leaflet  is  a  50p  coupon  off 
Patons  wools  and  yams,  and  the  consumer 
can  choose  and  send  away  for  three  of  the 
six  patterns  available.  The  coupons  and 
the  knitting  patterns  mean  each  pack  is 
worth  at  least  £1.50  to  the  consumer,  say 
Smith  &  Nephew.  In  addition  the  first 
40,000  entries  will  receive  a  Patons 
Autumn  brochure. 

About  lA  million  tubs  will  carry  the 
offer  and  will  be  sold  into  the  trade  in  mid- 
August. 

The  company  will  be  supporting  the 
promotion  with  a  television  campaign  in 
late  Autumn.  Smith  &  Nephew  Consumer 
Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  81,  Hessle  Road, 
HullHU32BN. 


History... 

in  a  tin! 

A  Potter  &  Moore  presentation  tin  telling 
the  company's  236-year  history  forms  part 
of  the  Christmas  collection  for  1985. 

The  tin  contains  18  25g  soaps  and 
retails  for  £5.95.  Also  new  for  Christmas  is 
an  English  bone  china  dish  packaged  with 
the  scented  geranium  soap  for  £5. 

Jean  Sorelle  have  three  gifts:  powder 
puff  and  talc  (£3.95),  shell  soaps  (£1.75) 
and  bath  sets  (£2.50).  Potter  &  Moore, 
Lincoln  Road,  Werrington, 
Peterborough . 


Fairy  twins 


Procter  &  Gamble  are  spending  £lm  on  a 
national  television  and  radio  campaign  to 
back  their  economy  size  Fairy  soap.  The 
economy  size,  which  now  includes  a  twin 
pack,  is  "even  more  competitively  priced" 
say  Procter  &  Gamble  Ltd,  PO  Box  1EE, 
Goslorth,  Newcastle  Upon  Tyne, 
NE991EE. 


Better  nails  or 
money  back 

Crookes  Products  are  offering  a  money- 
back  guarantee  to  consumers  on  Complete 
Care  hand  and  nail  cream.  If  purchasers 
see  no  nail  improvement  after  using  the 
product  as  instructed  for  21  days,  they  can 
claim  a  full  refund  direct  from  Crookes. 

The  guarantee  which  is  on  all  packs, 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  £lm  spend  on 
national  television  advertising  starting 
mid-October.  Crookes  Products  Ltd,  PO 
Box  94,  1  Thane  Road  West,  Nottingham 
NG23AA. 


High  Profile 

Wilkinson  Sword  are  backing  their  Profile 
razor  in  two  week-long  advertising  bursts 
using  a  30-second  commercial. 

The  first  runs  until  August  5  on 
Yorkshire,  Tyne  Tees,  Scotland, 
Grampian  and  Border  and  the  second, 
which  will  be  shown  on  the  same  regions 
excepting  Tyne  Tees,  starts  on  August  12. 
Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HP13  6EJ. 


Estee  Lauder's 
Heroine 

Estee  Lauder's  Autumn  collection  of 
shades  is  for  the  New  Heroine  and  features 
three  different  looks  —  which  the 
company  says  sum  up  the  woman  of  the 
1980s.  They  are  the  adventurous,  the 
poetic  and  the  traditional. 

New  Heroine  shades  include  pageant 
pink,  birch  blush  and  misty  redwood  for 
eyes,  sheer  pink  glace,  regiment  red  and 
soft  coral  for  lips  and  plum  velvet  for  nails. 

Also  included  in  the  collection  are  face 
lights  (satins  and  shimmers)  and  lip  lights 
(goldlit  red,  lilac  and  beige  pearl).  Estee 
Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71  Grosvenor 
Street,  London  W1XOBH. 
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K-C  press  on 
with  £lAm  push 


Kimberly-Clark  are  spending  £225,000  on 
a  women's  Press  campaign  to  support 
Kotex  Simplicity  press-on  towels. 

Full  colour  double-page 
advertisements  will  appear  in  magazines 
including  Woman's  Realm,  My  Weekly, 
Woman 's  Own  and  Woman  and  Home 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  They  feature 
mothers  at  their  daughters'  ballet  rehearsal 
and  use  the  message  "Simplicity  towels  — 
press  on  regardless". 

The  campaign  emphasises  the 
product's  "reliability  and  security"  say 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larldield,  Nr 
Maidstone,  Kent. 


Lucozade  now  in 
the  can 


Beecham  Foods  have  introduced 
Lucozade  in  a  can  and  are  spending  £lm 
on  a  national  television  campaign  to  back 
what  they  call  "a  major  step  forward  for  the 
brand". 

The  330ml  can  retails  at  £0.37  and  its 
livery  is  the  traditional  red  and  yellow,  but 
with  a  "modem"  diagonal  treatment. 

Using  the  already  established 
advertising  theme  of  Daley  Thompson 
drinking  Lucozade  after  training, 
Beecham  hope  to  continue  their  move 
away  from  the  product's  historical  image 
as  an  aid  to  recovery  from  illness. 

The  commercial  breaks  nationally  on 
August  12  and  runs  for  the  following  four 
weeks.  It  forms  part  of  a  total  £4m  spend  on 
the  brand  —  "the  highest  in  the  soft  drinks 
market,"  say  Beecham  Foods,  Beecham 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 


Clarins'  double 


Clarins  are  introducing  double  serum 
multi-regenerant  (£32.50). 

The  product  consists  of  two 
formulations:  hydro-serum  and  lipo-serum 
in  two  different  coloured  dropper  bottles 
containing  15ml  of  each. 

Six  to  eight  drops  of  each  serum  should 
be  mixed  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  to  warm 
and  emulsify,  and  smoothed  over  the  face 
and  neck  after  cleansing. 

Advertising  in  the  women's  Press  starts 
in  September  and  will  run  for  three 
months.  Clarins  (UK)  Ltd,  Metro  House, 
58  St  James' Street,  London  SW1A  1LD. 
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Your  fortune? 


Elida  Gibbs  are  offering  a  horoscope 
promotion  on  Astral  for  young  consumers. 

The  promotion  —  starting  in 
September  —  is  being  run  in  conjunction 
with  Future  Forecasts.  In  exchange  for 
receipts  of  two  50ml  pots  of  Astral  or  one  of 
any  other  size  cream  or  lotion,  consumers 
get  a  personalised,  in-depth  horoscope. 

The  cost  of  the  service,  normally  £5.95, 
is  30p  worth  of  stamps  to  cover  postage.  A 
merchandiser  has  been  developed  for  the 
promotion  which  includes  a  front  pocket 
containing  leaflets.  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO 
Box  1DY,  Portman  Square, 
London  W1A  1DY. 

Postal  bonus 

Postal  Centres  are  offering  retailers  a  free 
dispenser  unit  with  each  order  of  100 
ladies  vanity  and  gentleman's  overnight 
travel  packs.  (Trade  price  £95  plus  VAT). 
The  packs  retail  at  £1.50  each.  Postal 
Centres  (International)  Ltd,  Goodyear 
House,  52  Osnaburgh  Street, 
London  NW1  3ND. 


More  white 
willow  Badedas 

Following  the  introduction  of  white  willow 
to  Badedas  bath  gelee  at  the  beginning  of 
1985,  Beecham  Proprietaries  Toiletries  are 
launching  their  shower  gel  in  the  variant. 

White  willow  shower  gel  (£2.99)  comes 
in  a  display  tray  holding  six  units.  An  on- 
pack  promotion  offers  the  consumer  a 
natural  Mediterranean  sponge.  Worth 
around  £5,  the  sponge  can  be  bought  for 
£2  with  a  proof  of  purchase  from  either  the 
new  or  horse  chestnut  pack . 

"The  Badedas  brand  is  currently 
enjoying  a  49  per  cent  increase  in  sales 
with  white  willow  boosting  sales  by  38  per 
cent"  say,  Beecham  Proprietaries 
Toiletries,  Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 

Numark  offers 

The  following  products  at  special  prices 
will  be  available  to  Numark  customers 
from  September  2  to  the  end  of  the  year: 
Cosifits  over  201b  60s  and  9-221bs; 
Faberge  organics  hairspray  33  per  cent 
extra  free;  Konica  high  resolution  film  15 
disc  and  110-24;  Pears  shampoo;  Promise 
press-on  towels  and  Ultrabrite  toothpaste. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wiltshire 
BA129JU, 

■  Nusoft  baby  powder  will  now  be  in  a 
250g  container  at  £0.65,  replacing  the 
300g  and  not  as  stated  in  C&D  last  week . 


ONTV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border 

G  Granada 

Central 

CCentral 

A  Anglia 

Y  Yorkshire  i 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  South  West 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Television 

TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4 

Bt  TV-am 

TTTyneTees 

Actifed: 

All 

areas  except  U 

Aller-eze: 

All  areas 

Altacite  Plus: 

C,A,HTV,C4 

Anadin:  U,BTV,Y,A,HTV,CTV,TSW, 
TT,(ITV,C4  and  TV-am  in  specified  areas) 
Anne  French:  Bt 
Askit  powders:  STV 
Braun  Independent  curling  brush  and  tongs 
All  areas  except  TSW 
Braun  men's  shaver:  All  areas 

Bristol  Myers  Mum:  All  areas 

Caladryl:  TVS 
Calgon:  A,TVS,TTV 
Cidal:  G,C,TTV,C4 
Clairol  Loving  Care:  All  areas 

Cream  Silk:  All  areas 


Cymalon:  Bt 
Duracell:  All  areas  except  TTV, TVS, TSW, STV 
Empathy  shampoo:  All  areas 

Gillette  Right  Guard:  All  areas 

Kodak  films:  All  areas 

Lady  Grecian:  GTV,STV,BTV,G,Y,C,A,HTV, 
TSW,TVS,LWT,TT,C4 
Linco  Beer  shampoo:  All  areas 

Listerine:  LWT,TTV,C4,(LWT,TTV  only) 
Mennen  Speedstick:  All  areas 

Optrex:  AD  areas 

Pearl  Drops  tooth  polish:  Y,C4,Bt(Y,ITV) 
Photoplus  Labs:  Y 
Poly  Foam:  All  areas 

Pond's  dry  skincare  range:  STV,G,C,A,TTV, 

TVS 

Sensodyne  toothpaste:  AO  areas 

Signal  toothpaste:  C,TTV 
Simple  skin  care:  All  areas  except  G 

Sunsilk  styling  mousse:  All  areas 

Veganin:  All  areas  C4/Bt  Y  only 

Vaseline  petroleum  jelly:  Bt 
Velvet  toilet  tissue:  GTV,BTV,Y,TT 
Wilkinson  Sword  Profile  razor:  STV,BTV,G, 

Jaap's  health  salts:  BTV,TT,C4(TT,BTV) 
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It's  not  only  housewives 

who'll  love 


a 


I28g  single       <«^\twin  pack         r^3\4  pack 
5    5  P^2xl28g  ^4xl28g 

New  Fairy  is  still  as  mild  and  pure  as  it's  always  been.  And  now  it  is  even  more  competitively 
priced  and  even  better  value. 

To  ensure  that  your  customers  hear  all  about  Fairy's  New  Economy  Bar  we  are  spending 
£1,000,000*  on  a  brand  new  national  TV  and  Radio  campaign.  .  n  i    _  „  r  ■ 

All  this  means  increased  turnover  of  Fairy  and  more  profit  for  you.      I         IB  f=|^^ 

Fairy...  so  mild  so  pure...  and  now  even  better  value  for  all  the  family,  [L  jlB|  J^jjWf 

Fairy...  so  mild  so  pure... 
now  even  better  value  for  all  the  family 

Total  spending  at  MEAL  Rnt"  ' 


r  Cow  &Gate,1984 was 
particularly  goodyear. 


A  bottle  of  Cow  &  Gate 
/  Premium  or  Plus  has  always 
gone  down  well  at  mealtimes. 

There  was,  however,  a 
subtle  difference  about  last 
years  vintage. 

In  1984,  Premium  and 
Plus  went  into  tins.  (Over 
75%  of  the  babymilks  market 
is  now  represented  in  tins . 
And  over  20%  comes  in  the 
more  economical 
900  g  size.) 


— & 

PREMIUM 

My  milk-foal 


PREMIUM 


As  a  result,  our 
babymilks  increased  their 
market  share  by  8%#  in  the  first  six  months. 
We  were,  in  fact,  the  only  brand  to  show  an 
increase  at  all.  Just  the  sort  of  upward  trend  you've 
come  to  expect  from  the  babyfeeding  specialists. 
Ourbabymeals  and  ready-to-drink 
juices  are  leading  the  way  in  L  ^ 
.their  market  sectors. 

So  were  very  pleased 
to  say  that  lots  of  your  customers  are 
■Vjyy     thriving  on  Cow  &  Gate . 

&  ^cW8    As  are  lots  of  chemists 

The  Babyfeeding  Specialists,  and  grocers. 

Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  independent  Market  Research. 


PLUS 


PLUS 


I  million  people  use  this 
toothbrush  every  day. 


22%  of  all  toothbrushes  sold  are  Wisdom 

Mylon. 

This  means  that  with  the  Nylon  brush 
alone  we're  outselling  the  entire  ranges  of  our 
Diggest  competitors* 

'Source:  independent  audit.) 


Which  is  good  news  for  us  but  won 
bring  a  smile  to  our  competitors'  faces. 

WISDOM 

I 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Inco  Care  grows 
by  six  

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  are  adding  six 
line  extensions  to  their  Inco  Care  range  of 
incontinence  products. 

Wingfold  insert  pads  are  available  in 
two  sizes  —  50g  and  85g  —  to  cater  for 
varying  degrees  of  incontinence.  The 
new-style  pads  do  not  allow  any  skin 
contact  and  are  recommended  to  be  worn 
with  stretch  ventilated  pants. 

The  50g  size  (5  x  40,  £29.41)  is  suitable 
for  light  to  moderate  incontinence,  while 
the  85g  size  (£22.52)  is  for  heavy 
incontinence.  The  pads  have  blue  and 
green  polythene  backs  for  identification. 

Underpads  are  also  available  in  two 
sizes  —  85g  (60  by  75cm)  and  105g  (60  by 
60cm).  The  85g  size  (4  X  25,  £23.75)  is 
green-backed  and  is  suitable  for  light  to 
moderate  incontinence. 

The  105g  size  (5  x  20,  £24.44)  is 
yellow-backed,  and  is  particularly  for 
those  who  need  help  overnight.  The  pad  is 
square  for  diagonal  use,  providing  the 
greatest  width  where  it  is  most  needed. 

The  fluff  pulp  content  gives  greater 
absorbency.  The  pads  are  sealed  on  four 
sides  to  minimise  leakage. 

All  four  products  are  sealed  in  blue 
and  white  polythene  bags.  Compression 
during  packing  has  meant  a  reduction  in 
outer  size  and  easier  storage. 

Inco  wipes  —  standard  and  large  — 
are  an  economy  addition  to  the 
Readiwipes  range.  They  are  of  lighter 
material  and  are  packed  in  polythene  bags 
with  a  perforation  down  the  middle  for 
easy  dispensing  (standard  20  x  200, 
£36.74;  large  20  x  100  £37.39,  all  prices 
trade) .  Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat 
Bridge  Mills,  Chesterfield,  Derbyshire. 


Ciba  give  hint 
of  Winter  plans 


Mucron  and  Lypsyl  are  two  brands  to  be 
supported  by  Ciba  Consumer 
Pharamaceuticals  in  the  coming  Winter 
period. 

Mucron  will  get  £1.5m  of  television 
support  running  through  into  1986,  with 
"much  more  to  follow",  says  marketing 
manager  Roy  Simpson.  Lypsyl,  which 
claims  51  per  cent  of  lipsalve  sales  in 


independent  pharmacies,  will  be  featured 
in  a  national  poster  campaign  with  over 
2,000  sites. 

Ciba  have  prepared  a  consumer 
booklet  —  "Periods,  part  of  being  a 
woman"  ■ —  to  back  up  the  current 
campaign  in  the  women's  Press.  The 
market  for  period  pain  analgesics  grew  by 
over  40  per  cent  in  1984  and  is  expected  to 
exceed  £7m  in  1985,  the  company  says. 
The  booklet  is  available  free  from 
company  representatives  or  from  Ciba 
Consumer  Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst 
Road,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 


Baby  book  offer 
with  Confirm 

Starting  in  September  Chefaro  are 
running  an  offer  on  their  Confirm 
pregnancy  test  kit. 

The  baby  book  "Having  a  baby", 
published  by  MacDonalds  at  £2.95  will  be 
offered  for  £1.50  in  return  for  a  Confirm 
pack  top. 

"Having  a  baby"  is  by  Margaret  Brant 
and  is,  says  the  company,  "one  of  Britain's 
best-selling  baby  books". 

Counter  leaflet  stands  and  supplies  of 
entry  forms  will  be  distributed  from 
September.  Chefaro  Proprietaries  Ltd, 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB44BH. 


Family  treatment 
for  lice 

Prioderm  and  Carylderm  lotion  family 
treatment  kits  (£1.99  retail,  £1.15  trade) 
contain  a  110ml  bottle  of  insecticidal 
lotion,  and  a  fine-toothed  nit  comb  for 
-removing  dead  lice  and  eggs. 

Napp  say  that  authorities  on  the 
treatment  of  head  lice  infestation  are 
convinced  of  the  need  to  treat  the  whole 
family  when  a  person  becomes  infected. 
The  introduction  of  the  new  kits  coincides 
with  the  peak  season  for  infestation. 

Advertising  wih  appear  in  nursing 
publications  and  a  counter  display  unit 
holds  new  patient  information  leaflets. 
POS  material  will  be  available  plus 
introductory  offers  through 
representatives.  Napp  Laboratories, 
Cambridge  Science  Park,  Milton  Road, 
Cambridge  CB44BH. 


Ace  advertising 

Wassen  International  are  backing  their 
Selenium  Ace  with  a  Press  advertising 
campaign  in  national  and  women's  Press, 
health  and  retirement  publications  until 
April  1986.  POS  material  is  available.  De 
Witt  International  Ltd,  Seymour  Road, 
London  E107LX. 


'SCRIPT  SPECIALITIES! 


Allpyral  simpler 

Allpyral  D.pteronyssinus  extract  is  now 
available  in  a  strength  of  10,000  PNU  per 
ml.  This  replaces  the  4,000  PNU  per  ml 
strength  D.pteronyssinus. 

A  universal  dosage  schedule  has  been 
introduced  for  Allpyral  treatments 
excepting  stinging  insects.  It  will  allow 
patients  to  start  treatment  at  a  low  level  and 
proceed  in  ten  stages  through  the  course 
to  a  maximum  1ml  dose  (10,000  PNU)  or 
the  highest  tolerated  dose,  say 
Dome/Hollister-Stier,  division  of  Bayer 
UK  Ltd,  Strawberry  Hill,  Newbury, 
Berkshire  RG13 1J A. 


BRIEFS 


Tambacor  repackaged:  Tambacor  tablets 
are  being  repackaged  in  slightly  longer 
"push  out"  strips  in  a  longer  carton  still 
containing  100  tablets. 

The  cartons  are  now  pale  grey  and 
black.  All  Riker  products  will  move  to  this 
new  colour  scheme  as  part  of  a  new 
corporate  design,  say  Riker  Laboratories, 


Morley  Street,  Loughborough,  LeicsLEll 
1EP. 

Narcan  additions:  Narcan  is  now 
available  in  packs  of  three  ampoules 
(£16.50  trade)  and  in  10ml  vials  (£44.25). 
Du  Pont  UK  Ltd,  Wedgwood  Way, 
Stevenage,  Herts  SGI  4QN. 

Solu-cortef  freely  available:  Solu-cortef 
is  now  freely  available.  During  the  last  two 
weeks  supplies  were  restricted  to  ensure 
fair  distribution  to  all  hospitals,  say 
Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way,  Crawley,  West 
Sussex  RH102NJ. 

Marsilid  colour  change:  Marsilid  50mg 
tablets  are  now  white.  The  25mg  tablets 
will  also  change  to  white  over  the  next  few 
months.  The  changes  result  from  the 
removal  of  azo  dyes,  say  Roche  Products 
Ltd,  Broadwater  Road,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts. 

Cox  Co-codamol:  Co-codamol  tablets  are 
available  at  a  special  price  of  £9.46  trade 
per  500  from  Cox  Pharmaceuticals.  The 
delay  in  supply  of  the  tablets  was  due  to 
circumstances  beyond  their  control,  say 
Cox  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Whiddon 
Valley,  Barnstaple,  North  Devon  EX32. 
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POINTS  OF  LAW 

Contributed  by  a  barrister 


Thinking  oi  taking 
a  tenant? 


Questions  are  cons tanUy  on 
businesses  ^hhoW^  J?  ^ 

terms  oi  your  lease  .  ^  ^ 

lease  which  states  Th^enan  ^ 
asS1gn  this  leas- nor  sub  £  aJUsthat. 
premises'^  stops  there  ^ 

you  can  do.  contain  that 

let,  you  are  m  the  same  p  a 

N0t  S°'  ^n^ch^^sentnottobe 
further  condition  sucn 
unreasonably  with-held 


HoM  ,Hat  vou  still  have  to 
This  means  » ^^f^ion  but  ii 
approach  your  landla tap  ^ 
he  refuses  -d  assign  or 

landlord's  decision.  ^  rfe^y 

For  example,  it  w  Uqw 

you  to  assign  ii  the  m =  elytousethe 

the  local  planning  laws^  yQU 

were  assigning  or  su  ^  es 

sound  and  the  use  refusing 

—  10 .'•fiflSSS  »o».dbeac„M 
permission  the  lanaiu 

;:""ub-.en,nHo,hispern,,ss,on. 


Insuring  peace 

of  isiIiAcI 


Insurance  companies  report  over  half  a 
billion  pounds  of  fire  damage  in  Great 
Britain  each  year.  The  major  part  of  this 
covers  business  premises  and,  in  the  main, 
only  measures  loss  through  damage  to  the 
fabric  of  the  building  and  contents. 

Every  businessman  knows  that,  if  his 
premises  go  up  in  smoke,  the  losses  can 
range  far  wider  than  this.  There  is  loss  of 
custom  and  goodwill,  loss  of  profits, 
continuing  wage  committments  with  no 
trading  and  so  on. 

All  of  these  come  under  the  heading  of 
consequential  loss  and  the  sums  involved 
can  in  some  cases  amount  to  more  than  the 
damage  done  to  the  building  itself.  That  is 
why  it  is  extremely  important  for  all 
businesses,  large  and  small,  to  ensure  they 
are  covered  for  consequential  loss  and  in 
particular,  loss  of  profits. 

While  policies  which  cover  material  loss 
are  broadly  the  same  for  all  types  of  business 
(except  where  there  are  unusual  risks) 
insurance  for  loss  of  profits  can  be  extremely 
complicated. 
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The  services  of  an  accountant  are  nearly 
always  needed  if  a  claim  arises,  and  this  is 
recognised  by  insurance  companies  which 
will  include  provision  for  his  reimbursement. 

A  normal  period  for  claiming  loss  of 
profits  is  12  months  after  the  event  which 
gave  rise  to  the  claim.  But  in  some  situations 
you  may  estimate  the  effect  of  total 
destruction  of  your  business  will  take  as  long 
as  two  years  to  overcome.  On  the  other  hand, 
you  could  calculate  that  you  could  get 
trading  back  to  normal  in  as  short  a  period  as 
three  months.  You  will  have  to  make  this 
estimate  yourself  but  remember  that  the 
longer  the  period  you  choose,  the  higher  the 
premium  will  be. 

In  estimating  the  amount  of  cover 
required,  you  should  bear  in  mind  that 
insurers  will  be  looking  at  your  turnover  on 
an  annual  basis  and  taking  variable  costs 
away. 

Other  items  taken  into  account  are  the 
difference  between  the  value  of  stock  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  at  the  end, 
working  expenses  and  so  on. 

You  will  see  from  all  this  that  business  loss 
insurance  needs  professional  help  at  the 
outset,  since  it  is  important  that  you  have 
proper  cover  for  what  is  the  lifeblood  of  your 
business  —  the  trading  profit. 


A  welcome 
development 

Those  who  have  land  which  the  firm  owns  — 
attached  to  business  premises  or  elsewhere 
—  will  no  longer  have  to  pay  development 
land  tax  if  they  are  thinking  of  developing 
that  land. 

This  tax  was  payable  at  the  rate  of  60  per 
cent  of  the  development  value  after  the  first 
£75,000,  and  was  abolished  with  effect  from 
March  20,  1985. 

All  liabilities  arising  from  starting  a 
development  or  disposing  of  the  land  after 
that  date  will  disappear.  However,  disposals 
or  developments  started  before  March  20  are 
not  affected,  and  all  arrears  of  tax  will  be 
collectable. 

It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  income 
tax,  capital  gains  tax  and  corporation  tax  will 
continue  to  be  levied. 


Security  on  the 
wife's  home 

Many  businesses  from  time  to  time  take 
advantage  of  loan  or  overdraft  facilities  from 
their  banks. 

Where  the  sums  are  fairly  substantial, 
the  bank  will  almost  certainly  demand 
security  from  a  self-employed  businessman 
or,  in  the  case  of  a  limited  company,  may 
require  personal  guarantees  coupled  with 
security  from  directors.  In  some  cases  the 
major  security  may  be  the  home  of  the 
businessman  or  director  concerned. 

Until  recently,  this  did  create  problems, 
sihce  in  the  case  of  default,  a  bank  found  it 
impossible  to  foreclose  on  the  home  to 
recover  the  debt  because  the  wife's 
possession  was  protected. 

In  a  recent  High  Court  case,  the  wife  had 
not  been  party  to  the  loan  transaction.  The 
court  also  said  other  people  living  in  a  house 
might  also  have  had  rights  in  the  property 
which  the  bank  had  to  respect. 

As  a  result  for  the  last  five  years,  banks, 
when  making  advances  to  businessmen  have 
insisted  that  the  wife  and  others  living  in  the 
house  should  join  the  loan  transaction,  and 
give  up  any  rights  they  might  have. 

This  has  proved  a  considerable  burden. 
But,  as  a  result  of  new  laws  coming  into 
force,  in  the  future  only  the  wife's  interest  will 
be  protected  and  no  account  need  be  taken 
of  others  living  in  the  house.  This  will  make 
things  considerably  easier,  although  wives 
will  still  have  to  be  a  party  to  loan 
transactions  if  the  banks  so  demand. 

Another  problem  concerns  overdrafts  on 
a  current  account,  where  the  business  has  a 
deposit  account  with  the  same  bank. 
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Business  gifts 


If  the  bank  calls  in  the  overdraft  on  your 
:urrent  account  and  you  do  not  clear  it,  then 
he  bank  has  the  legal  power  to  transfer 
noney  from  your  deposit  account  to  do  this. 
The  exception  to  this  rule  is  where  the 
overdraft  has  been  given  for  a  fixed  period 
without  qualification.  Money  cannot  then  be 
ransferred  from  the  deposit  account  until 
he  time  limit  has  expired. 


ifts  given  in  the  course  of  business  do  not 
lormally  qualify  for  tax  relief  as  a  business 
expense.  However,  an  exception  has  been 
nade  in  the  case  of  small  promotional  gifts 
uch  as  diaries,  pens,  calendars  and  so  on, 
orovided  the  value  of  each  gift  does  not 
axceed  £2. 

Since  this  limit  was  fixed  in  1971  it  is 
hopelessly  out  of  date,  so  the  limit  has  been 
aised  to  £10  for  each  gift.  The  conditions 
lat  apply  are  that  the  gift  must  contain  a 
conspicuous  advertisement  for  the  donor 
•and  must  not  consist  of  food,  drink,  tobacco 
Dr  a  voucher  exchangeable  for  goods. 


Make  your 
policy  clear 

All  employers  who  have  five  or  more 
employees,  must  prepare  and  bring  to  the 
attention  of  staff,  a  policy  statement  on 
health. 

Because  of  the  differing  nature  of 
premises  and  the  vast  variety  of 
employments,  there  is  no  set  form  of  words 
laid  down.  However,  the  statement  should 
give  the  employer's  intention  to  provide  safe 
and  healthy  working  conditions. 

Secondly,  while  pointing  out  that  safety 
is  the  responsiblity  of  each  and  every 
employee,  someone  should  be  designated  so 
that  reference  on  safety  and  health  matters 
can  be  made  to  him  or  her. 

Finally,  reference  should  be  made  to  any 
particular  hazards  of  the  employment 
concerned  and  the  correct  procedures. 

The  statement  can  be  written  in  simple 
language  and  should  either  be  circulated  to 
each  employee  or  pinned  up  where 
employees  can  see  it. 


Most  dismissal 
cases  fail 

unsatisfactory  7  ,Urn   oul  '°  be 

^ality  ls  vastly  different  PPSnS  ln 

^ttvSe7thi;gres%bnepubi^ 

occurred  where  nl    ,  3°'°00  cas*s 

dismissal  f7om  tW ?   ^  daimed  Unf*» 
Ofthese  32  n  6mpJoyment- 

rund^rdet;ibt^gemngoff^ 

between  employer  ^  S6ttJed 

go^gtoatnWl  Pl°y6e  Wth°* 

Out  of  the  30,000  cases  onlvll 
were  successful  before  a  tnh      ,     PSr  °ent 


THE  OUTSTANDING  RAVIN  A 

COLLECTION 


Hair  Decorations  and  Hair  Care  Products 
at  their  best.  Little  Miss  Muffet  -  The 
success  story  in  childrens  hair 
decorations.  Card  or  strip  presentation  (as 
illustrated),  for  schooldays,  holidays, 
parties  or  just  for  fun. 

CELESTE  -  Hair  Care  Products  and  Hair 
Decorations  for  the  mature  market.  Pins, 
Grips,  Rollers,  Brushes  etc.  A  complete 
range,  packaged  with  a  fresh  feminine 
appeal. 

Ravina  Display  Units  have  been  designed 
with  the  retailer  in  mind.  Modern,  attractive, 
wipe  clean  materials  in  restful  colours. 
Slimline  Wall  Units  or  free  standing 
Rotary  Units  with  Storage  Bases. 
The  choice  is  yours. 


Contact  your  Sundries  Wholesaler 
for  full  details  of  the  Ravina  Collection 
of  Hair  Decorations  &  Hair  Care  Products 

Ravina  Ltd,  Rooksley,  Milton  Keynes  MK13  8PB 
Telephone  Milton  Keynes  (0908)  665577 
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would  you  put  this 
inyour 
baby's  mouth/ 


YouM  never  sell  anoth 
who  reads  this  ad  I 

askv< 


o 


Every  time  we  run  this  ad.,  the  phone  rings.  Persistently, 
Why?  Because  no  mother  in  her  right  mind  needs  any  more  convincing  that  Pui 
the  most  hygienic  teats  and  soothers  for  her  baby. 
Which  explains  why  thousands  of  mothers  are  buying  them  every  week. 


Godmother  was  having  her  first  baby 
°raT you  can  see.  its  by  no  means  pertert  er 
The  very  first  time  y°u  sten"se  lC  3 

bartena. 

And  it  tastes  horrible. 

U  (you  pronounce  I  pure  )  teats  and  soothers  are  made 

f  mm  1 00%  Purelife  silicone  rubber 

Exactly  the  same  matenal  is  used  to  make 

artificial  heart  vaives 

So  nothing  could  be  more 

medically  approved  of.  Here's  why. 


Pur  teats  and  soothers  are 
perfectly  clear  when  you  buy  them. 
They  stay  perfectly  clear  for  ever. 

That's  because  they  simply  do 
not  decay  or  deteriorate  in  any  way. 
despite  years  of  normal  use 

They  certainly  never  taste 
rubbery  And  you'll  always  actually 
be  able  to  see  if  there's  any  dirt  left 
on  a  Pur  teat  or  soother. 

You  can  boil  Pur  teats  and 
soothers.  You  can  immerse  them  in 
sterilising  tluid  time  ahei  tune 
Mjjjjk,       You  wn  even  ireeie  them 

Pur  teats  and  soothers  will 

Hp      remain  clear  and  supple. 

So  supple  is  Purelife  silicone,  in 

f       fact  mat  Pur  teats  and  soothers  come 
P      as  close  to  the  softness  of  a  mother  sown 

n^ch^somewaytoe^ining 
why  Pur  teats  and  soothers  are  uncondiuonally 
guaranteed  for  two  years. 


Pur  make  a  range  of  teats  and  baby  soothers 
that  correspond  with  the  recommendabons  of  all 


the  choice  is  Pur 


atexteatto  a  woman 
du  don't  believe  us, 
mum. 


iy  the  big  multiples  aren't  missing  a  trick  and  are  stocking  them  in  a  big  way. 
id  why,  if  your  own  chemist  wholesaler  can't  help  you  for  some  reason,  you  should 
ig  LSR  direct  on  021-748  6622. 
u  could  ask  any  woman,  but  ask  for  Karen  Brazier. 


HISTORY  OF  PHARMACY; 


Miss  Mary  Burr  in  the  Park  Pharmacy 
before  its  move 


An  historic  pharmacy 
moves  South 


The  historic  Park  Pharmacy, 
which  used  to  serve  the  Derby 
Road  area  of  Nottingham,  has 
been  given  a  new  lease  of  life 
thanks  to  its  last  owner.  Miss 
Mary  Burr,  QBE,  MA,  FPS. 

Industrial  expansion  led  to  the  closure  of  the 
Park  Pharmacy  —  the  lease  expired  and  the 
tobacco  company  that  owned  it  would  not 
renew.  The  business  was  opened  in  1905  by 
Mr  A.E.  Beilby,  a  noted  pharmacist  and 
historian,  who  preserved  and  added  to  the 
Victorian  fittings. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr  J.T.  Robson  in 
1910,  and  it  was  by  his  name  that  the 
pharmacy  became  more  generally  known. 
His  long  stay  of  24  years  enhanced  the 
prestige  of  the  business  by  the  service 
offered  and  the  wide  range  of  medicines  and 
drugs  held.  He  was  followed  by  a  Mr  J.E. 
Latimer  from  Loughborough,  who  stayed  for 


only  two  years. 

1936  saw  J.T.  Robson  Chemist  taken  over 
by  Mary  Burr,  partnered  by  her  brother  and 
sister.  A  nephew,  Mr  P.W.  Burr,  MPS, 
became  a  pilot  during  the  war,  but  was  killed 
in  an  air  raid  over  Hamburg  in  1944. 

Mr  Burr  continued  the  tradition  of 
maintaining  and  adding  to  the  fixtures,  jars 
and  equipment  in  the  shop  to  provide  an 
oasis  ol  period  pharmacy.  However,  the 
pharmacy  kept  up  to  date  with  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  advances,  as  well  as  an 
extensive  range  of  homoeopathic  remedies 
to  cater  for  a  local  flourishing  practice. 

The  shop  also  provided  a  springboard 
for  a  career  in  pharmacy  which  saw  Miss 
Burr  become  president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1962  —  only  the 
second  lady  to  hold  the  office  in  122  years.  In 
1966  she  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Society. 
Another  honour  came  in  1973  when  she 
became  the  first  woman  pharmacist  to 
receive  the  Charter  Gold  Medal. 


terile  eve  drops 


for  the  relief  of  conjunctivitis 
due  to  hay  fever 
irritating  smoke  or  dust 


Detailed  information  will  be  sent  on  request.      Zyma  (UK)  Limited,  Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire  SK9  7XP 
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Further  honours  came  in  1975  when  Miss 
3urr  was  made  an  OBE.  Miss  Burr  has  also 
Deen  involved  with  the  Red  Cross,  sat  as  the 
Dharmaceutical  representative  on  the  Court 
}f  the  University  of  Nottingham,  and  been 
Dresident  of  the  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists  (of  which  she  was  also  a 
ounder  member). 

With  the  closure  of  Robson's  Pharmacy, 
he  was  faced  with  the  dilemma  of  whether  to 
sell  the  fixtures  and  fittings,  or  seek  an 
alternative  by  preserving  them  in  some  way. 
Fittings  from  another  historic  Nottingham 
pharmacy,  Fitzhugh  &  Carr,  which 
belonged  to  Miss  Burr's  brother,  were 
bequeathed  to  the  Brewhouse  Yard  Museum 
when  the  premises  were  closed  for 
demolition. 

Fate  stepped  in,  and  an  opportunity 
arose  to  "transfer"  the  pharmacy  to  the 
Cookworthy  Museum  at  Kingsbridge  in 
Devon.  The  shop  was  in  fact  moved  earlier 
this  year  in  April  and  reconstructed  by 
shopfitters.  Of  course  Miss  Burr  will  no 
longer  be  behind  the  counter  —  she  has  now 
decided  to  retire  —  but  her  shop  will  remain 
as  a  fitting  tribute. 


Two  views  of  the 
Park  Pharmacy, 
the  dispensary 
fittings,  above, 
and  front  of 
shop,  below 


Stock  up  now  with 


WASH  AWAY 


Revolutionary  new  Washing  detergent 
designed  for  all  travellers. 


Supplies  of  this  well  publicised  product  can  be 
obtained  from  the  following  stockists: 

EASTERN  WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS  LTD 

HUNTS  LANE,  LONDON  E152QE.  Tel:  01-5192000 

MARTONLAND  LTD.  69  KEMPSTON  STREET, 

LIVERPOOL  L3.  Tel:  051-207  2550 

SOT  HEALTH  FOODS  LTD 

UNIT  1,  FURLONG  ROAD,  TUNSTALL, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT.  Tel:  0782-813743 

UNICHEM  LTD  -  AVAILABLE  FROM  ALL  DEPOTS 


PHONE  YOUR  BRANCH 
OR 

ORDER  YOUR  SUPPLIES  DIRECT  FROM 


Futurefern 


Futurefern  Limited 
166-168  Bishopsgate 
London  EC2M  4LX 


Telephone:  01-247  1121 
01-247  8470 
Telex:  8954310  Marton  G 


William  Cookworthy,  1705-80 

To  pharmacists,  William  Cookworthy  is  thought  of  as  an 
apothecary,  arid  people  of  his  time  viewed  him  as  Cookworthy  the 
Chemist.  However,  to  the  industrial  world  he  was  Cookworthy  the 
Potter.  Due  to  his  discovery  of  the  type  of  china  clay  for  hard 
glazed  porcelain  he  has  been  called  the  father  of  the  china  clay 
industry. 

It  was  with  this  in  mind  that  the  English  China  Clay  Company 
decided  to  inaugurate  a  memorial  to  him.  And  a  museum  to  him 
and  the  industry  was  started  by  buying  the  old  Grammar  School 
at  Kingsbridge  in  Devon,  where  he  enjoyed  his  early  education. 

He  made  many  journeys  into  Cornwall  on  horseback  seeking 
English  sources  for  the  materials  used  by  the  Chinese  in  pottery 
making.  He  found  two  deposits  (more  were  found  later)  of  half 
decomposed  kaolin  clay  and,  with  Lord  Camelford,  who  owned 
the  land,  took  out  a  patent  and  set  about  making  china  at 
Plymouth. 

Much  of  this  was  poorly  made,  but  the  pieces  are  collectors 
items  today.  But  financial  difficulties  meant  his  patents  were 
acquired  by  a  Bristol  firm. 

Silvaxius  Bevan,  of  Allen  &  Hanbury  fame  arid  a  fellow  quaker, 
heard  of  the  family's  plight  and  offered  to  take  him  into  the 
business.  He  did  not  become  a  "bound  apprentice,"  not  having  the 
necessary  finance.  Under  Bevan's  guidance  he  mastered  Greek, 
Latin,  French  and  great  knowledge  of  the  pharmaceutical  world. 

Returning  to  Plymouth  he  opened  a  wholesale  chemist  in 
partnership  with  Bevan  and  his  brother.  After  a  few  years  the 
Bevans  withdrew  and  Cookworthy  took  his  brother  Philip  into 
partnership.  He  devised  many  things  in  manufacture,  was  a  friend 
of  Captain  Cook,  Joseph  Banks,  Dr  Solander  and  Smeaton  who 
built  the  Eddystone  lighthouse.  But  he  never  lost  the  "common 
touch"  evidenced  by  the  hundreds  who  attended  his  funeral.  He 
was  honoured  as  an  "apothecary,  chemist  and  potter"  by  a  stained 
glass  window  in  Plymouth  Guildhall  destroyed  in  the  Blitz  but 
replaced  since. 

Today  the  Cookworthy  Museum  has  decided  it  must  be  more 
self -financing.  It  has  branched  out  into  aspects  of  the 
disappearing  rural  life  and  crafts.  With  this  widening  horizon 
Mary  Burr's  pharmacy  will  fit  admirably,  paying  tribute  not  only  to 
an  older  era  of  pharmacy  but  the  "pharmacy"  side  of  a  great  man. 
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Putting  Xrayser 
straight? 


employees  and  locums,  would  be  out  of 
work  within  a  very  short  time.  The 
compensation  he  says  we  would  get  for 
surrendering  our  contracts  would  be 
swallowed  up  in  winding-up  expenses  — 
disposing  of  stock  at  a  loss,  paying-off  staff 
and  buying  out  the  lease  (where  this  is 
possible,  as  many  leases  have  restriction  of 
use  clauses). 

Xrayser  has  always  presented  himself 
as  a  paragon  of  fair  mindness  and  all  the 
pharmaceutical  virtues.  I  was  therefore 
surprised  to  see  him  adopt  the  "I'm  all  right 
Jack"  attitude  which  the  PSNC  was 
pinning  its  hopes  on  generating  in  the 
profession  in  order  to  get  this  immoral  and 
unjust  package  through.  How  anyone  who 
admits  that  he  "hovers  around  the 
minimum  number  of  scripts  monthly"  can 
have  such  an  outlook  is  inconceivable, 
especially  if  he  considers  that  with  the 
introduction  of  further  limited  lists,  and 
prescription  levies  being  racked  up  every 
year,  his  prescription  volume  must  fall 
below  the  cut-off  level  very  shortly.  And 
even  if  he  should  survive  that,  it  is 
inevitable  that  the  Government  will  raise 
the  cut-off  level  to  20,000  or  25,000  scripts 
pa  next  year. 

I  think  that  rather  than  waste  his  talent 
in  trying  to  run  down  PAC,  he  should  join 
with  us  (contractors  membership  fee  has 
now  been  reduced  to  £75).  We  will  ensure 
that  he  is  allowed  to  continue  to  run  his 
business  with  dignity  and  professionalism, 
and  be  reasonably  paid  for  it.  We  might 
even  find  him  an  outlet  for  his  talents  as 
deputy  press  officer  to  Joey  Martyn- 
Martin! 
Alan  Nathan 
Chairman,  PAC. 


The  only  one... 

As  I  battled  my  way  last  Tuesday,  July  23 
1985,  through  the  huge  crowds 
approaching  St.  Albans  —  clearly 
members  of  the  10,000  strong  NPA 
attending  the  annual  general  meeting  —  I 
thought  what  a  wonderful  opportunity  for 
members  to  come  in  their  thousands  to 
express  their  delight  or  their  digust  and  to 
bring  their  weight  to  bear  on  HQ  policy. 

In  the  event  I  was  the  only  one,  other 
than  members  of  the  Board  of 
Management,  who  succeeded  in  getting  to 
the  meeting,  so  all  the  others,  presumably, 
had  given  up  and  gone  back  home. 

As  an  ordinary  NPA  member  I 
expressed  my  personal  views  on  the 
advertising  campaign.  This  clearly  has 
been  a  resounding  success,  so  that  now  the 
medical  profession  and  the  general  public 
are  fully  aware  that  in  every  chemist's  shop 
there  is  a  graduate  pharmacist  ready  and 


willing  to  answer  any  inquiries  regarding 
medicines,  or  indeed  anything  else.  He  or 
she  wih  be  available  every  day  from  9  am 
to  5.30  pm  to  discuss  side  effects, 
biological  availability,  likely  drug 
interactions,  teratological  warnings, 
breast  milk  contamination  etc.,  and  will 
not  expect  any  payment.  The  inquirer  will 
not  be  expected  to  buy  anything  or  even  to 
bring  prescriptions. 

The  Ministry,  naturally,  has  endorsed 
this  with  enthusiasm  and  jumped  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
need  for  Basic  Practice  Allowance,  as 
pharmacists  are  only  too  happy  to  work  for 
nothing.  Nobody  seemed  to  be  able  to 
understand  why  I  did  not  share  in  the 
general  rejoicing  at  this.  My  anxiety  at  the 
likely  forced  closure  of  1,000  NPA 
members'  pharmacies  as  a  result  of  the 
limited  list  and  proposed  new  contract  was 
met  by  the  stock  response  that  "this  is  a 
matter  for  the  PSNC".  My  plea  that  the 
NPA  should  act  in  the  interests  of  ALL 
members  and  not  just  those  that  happened 
to  be  prosperous,  was  met  by  the  reply  that 
members'  interests  are  not  always  the  same 
and  the  Board  has  to  use  its  discretion. 

In  conclusion  may  I  urge  fellow  NPA 
members  to  attend  the  AGM  next  year. 
Stanley  Bubb 
Poole 

Outmanoeuvred 
and  outwitted? 

Studying  the  new  contract  and  guidelines 
it  is  evident  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  been  outwitted  and  out- 
manoeuvred by  the  Minister  who,  as  I  have 
previously  stated,  considers  the  Society  is 
impotent  and  can  be  ignored. 

For  some  considerable  time  we  have 
been  led  to  believe  the  arrival  of  the  long 
delayed  Section  66  of  the  Medicine  Act  is 
imminent.  This  will  not  now  be  necessary 
and  I  doubt  if  we  will  see  Section  66 
brought  in. 

On  rural  pharmacy,  I  still  have  not 
received  a  satisfactory  answer  to  my  query 
as  to  whether  the  pharmacist  will  be 
seriously  disadvantaged  compared  to  the 
doctor  —  not  only  has  the  pharmacist  two 
hurdles  to  overcome  to  the  doctor's  one, 
but  the  judgment  is  on  two  different 
criteria. 

The  pharmacists  application  is  judged 
first  on  the  "necessary  or  desirable"  clause. 
If  successful  the  next  hurdle  concerns  the 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  service  in  the 
area.  If  he  fails  the  first  hurdle  there  is  no 
appeal,  except  to  a  sister  FPC  where  the 
answer  may  be  a  foregone  conclusion.  The 
chairman  of  the  Appeal  Panel  also  has  the 
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I  have  just  returned  from  holiday  and  have 
been  catching  up  with  my  reading  of  the 
pharmaceutical  Press,  and  feel  I  must  set 
the  record  straight  about  remarks  made 
about  Pharmacists  Action  Committee  by 
Xrayser  {C&D,  July  13). 

Firstly,  he  implies  that  we  are  not  a 
representative  and  national  organisation 
for  rank-and-file  pharmacists.  We  only 
came  into  existence  on  June  1 1  and  now 
have  over  600  members  nationwide  from  a 
profession  notorious  for  its  apathy.  We 
have  already  held  four  provincial 
meetings,  and  at  least  six  more  are 
planned  in  the  next  two  to  three  weeks. 
Everybody  has  joined  out  of  conviction 
and  not  because  they  are  obliged  to,  either 
for  professional  reasons  as  with  the 
Society,  or  business  reasons  as  with  the 
NPA.  We  have  set  out  to  be  open  and 
democratic,  informing  our  members  of  all 
developments  and  consulting  before  each 
step  —  in  contrast  to  PSNC's  secretive 
actions  which  were  responsible  for 
bringing  our  organisation  into  being. 

Xrayser  would  like  to  know  ". .  .what  the 
pharmacist  does  all  day  in  these  small 
dispensing  businesses..."  Well,  I  suggest 
these  pharmacists  spend  a  great  deal  more 
time  providing  free  consultations  and 
advice  to  patients  than  pharmacists  who 
are  so  busy  with  the  physical  dispensing  of 
prescriptions  that  they  often  leave  the  job 
of  counter-prescribing  to  their  sales 
assistants. 

Xrayser  also  says  that;  "We  have  been 
living  in  an  environment  which  has 
assumed  divine  right  because  of  our 
qualifications  to  open  or  operate  a 
pharmacy  and  demand  an  NHS  contract." 
In  fact,  that  right  is  enshrined  in  the 
wording  of  the  NHS  Act  of  1977,  and  no 
Minister  for  Health  has  the  right  or  the 
power  to  refuse  to  grant  a  contract  to  a 
properly  qualified  pharmacist.  So, 
contrary  to  what  we  have  been  promised, 
this  means  that  "leapfrogging,"  the  one 
thing  that  most  pharmacists  have  been 
prepared  to  sell  their  professional  self- 
respect  to  stop,  cannot  be  stopped.  This 
means  that  although  many  pharmacists 
who  have  been  serving  the  public  and  the 
NHS  faithfully  for  many  years  may  be 
forced  to  the  wall,  they  could  be  replaced 
by  opportunist  entrepreneurs,  multiples  or 
supermarkets.  And  although  Xrayser  feels 
we  may  not  have  a  divine  right  to  a 
contract,  does  he  suggest  that  we  do  not 
have  a  right  to  a  job  either?  Because,  the 
proposals  would  mean  that  in  excess  of 
1,000  pharmacists,  including  contractors, 


LETTERS 


absolute  right  (without  reference)  to 
dismiss  any  appeal  as  "frivolous  and 
vexatious". 

A  doctor  in  a  rural  area  has  only  one 
hurdle  —  the  pharmaceutical  and  medical 
service,  not  a  full-blown  investigation  to 
see  if  a  pharmacy  is  "necessary  or 
desirable".  Further  the  doctor  has  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  RDC  and  eventually  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Not  so  the  pharmacist  if 
he  fails  the  first  hurdle.  The  bias  is  heavily 
in  favour  of  the  doctor. 

The  new  contract  also  is  interesting  in 
its  effect  on  the  registration  of  premises. 
The  registrar  of  the  Society  has  no  power 
to  refuse  an  application,  providing  there  is 
to  be  a  comprehensive  service.  If  a  young 
pharmacist,  for  instance,  is  refused  a 
contract  will  he  be  prevented  from 
opening  his  pharmacy,  since  without  a 
contract  he  is  not  providing  a  full  service? 
What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Society  in 
helping  the  younger  pharmacist? 

Correspondingly,  the  pharmacist  who 
surrenders  his  contract  is  not  providing  a 
full  service  should  he  wish  to  carry  on. 

Further,  as  pharmacies  close,  there  is  a 
golden  opportunity  for  non-pharmacist 
outlets  to  come  in  with  their  GSL,  health 
foods  etc  to  the  detriment  of  remaining 
pharmacies.' 
Mervyn  Madge 
Plymouth 

Rationale... 


I  was  most  concerned  to  read  Mr  Nathan's 
letter  on  the  new  contract  (C&D,  July  27). 

Anyone  present  at  the  Conference  on 
June  23  could  have  been  left  in  no  doubty 
that  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
pharmacists  feel  that  rational  location  is 
essential  for  the  survival  of  community 
pharmacy.  I  can  only  reiterate  what  I  said 
then  —  we  must  now  put  our  own  house  in 


order  before  the  Government  does  it  for 
us. 

I  find  it  completely  unacceptable  that 
the  democratic  decision  of  a  professional 
body  can  be  challenged  or  undermined  by 
any  commercial  interest. 
Mike  Smith 
Devon  LPC. 


PAC  leapfrogs 
PSNC?  

Recently  the  Society's  Council  implied 
that  the  withholding  of  an  NHS  contract 
constitutes  a  restriction  on  the  right  of  a 
pharmacist  to  practice:  it  said  it  was 
concerned.  In  the  same  week  the  decision 
of  the  Rural  Dispensing  Committee  over 
Blandford  Forum  made  it  quite  clear  it 
endorses  leapfrogging.  Now  in  the  draft 
guidelines  to  implement  contract 
limitation  (last  week,  pl48)  the 
Government  has  stated  quite 
unambiguously  that  it  has  no  intention  of 
preventing  it  (I  refer  particularly  to  the 
words  "a  possible  loss  of  income  by  an 
existing  contractor  is  not  of  itself  a  relevant 
consideration").  Your  editorial,  too,  admits 
this  fact. 

It  gives  PAC  no  pleasure  to  say  "we  told 
you  so,"  but  the  fact  remains  that  we  have 
been  warning  the  profession  since  our 
inception  that  leapfrogging  would  not  be 
stopped  by  the  contract  proposals.  This 
means  that  PSNC  cannot  deliver  the  one 
ingredient  for  which  many  pharmacists 
were  prepared  to  accept  all  the  other 
damaging  items  in  the  package  and  to  sell 
their  professional  self-respect.  From  what 
the  Government  has  said  the  new  contract 
is,  in  fact,  a  leapfrogging  charter. 

At  the  outset  the  Government  said  it 
would  deal  only  with  the  PSNC  in 


No  of  days  treatment 
N  B  Ensure  dose  is  staled 


MP 


Stopping  a  bun  in  the  oven,  no  doubt? 


negotiations  over  the  contract,  and  the 
Society's  Council  seemed  happy  to  go 
along  with  this. 

In  the  last  few  weeks,  however,  as  the 
implications  of  the  proposals  have  become 
clear,  the  Council  has  become  so 
concerned  it  has  now  insisted  on  being 
involved  in  finalising  the  guidelines.  We 
expect  that  the  next  step  will  be  that  the 
PSNC  itself  will  express  misgivings  over 
the  proposals,  will  negotiate  further  and 
will  claim  to  have  wrung  concessions  from 
the  Minister. 

PAC  calls  on  PSNC's  negotiators  to 
resign  and  for  a  new  team  to  be  appointed 
including  PAC  representatives. 
Alan  Nathan 
Chairman,  PAC. 


Uplifting  copy? 


Thankyou  for  the  uplifting  headline  in  the 
July  27  issue  —  "Safeway  get  BRA 
support".  Meanwhile,  those  of  us  already 
leapfrogged  droop  further  into 
despondency  and  only  hope  that  we  won't 
go  bust. 

As  Mr  McNaUy  said,  "PSNC  and  the 
DHSS  are  both  vested  interests".  And  what 
good  is  a  vest  compared  to  the  BRA? 

Those  of  us  who  are  far  too  small  to  get 
into  the  BRA  are  not  so  worried  about  the 
restrictions  as  Mr  McNaUy,  but  it's  a  shame 
that  those  who  have  already  leapfrogged 
are  getting  away  with  it. 
Clive  Reid 
Swansea 


If  its  not 
Ever  Ready 

hard  cheese! 
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ANOTHER  VOICE 


A recent  prosecution  of 
the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  for  causing 
unnecessary  suffering  to  a 
macaque  monkey  marks  the  first 
major  step  in  the  British  Union 
for  the  Abolition  of  Vivisection's 
more  radical  approach  to 
defending  the  rights  of 
laboratory  animals.  That 
particular  fight  is  not  over  yet 
though,  the  College  is  appealing 
against  the  decision. 

Philip  Churchward  told  C&D 
that  the  BUAV  has  been  going 
for  about  100  years  but  that  it  is 
only  in  the  last  three  or  four  years 
that  it  has  done  anything  at  all 
useful. 

Before  1978-79  the 
organisation  had  some  2,000 
members  and  hardly  any  leaflets 
or  propaganda.  Since  then 
membership  has  gone  up  to 
about  25,000  and  it  is  a  lot  more 
active. 

BUAV  gives  wholehearted 
support  to  direct  action  such  as 
breaking  into  laboratories.  "We 
don't  actually  take  part  but  we 
think  it's  a  very  necessary  part  of 
the  animal  rights  movement". 
Indeed  without  documents  and 
other  evidence  passed  to  BUAV 
from  such  raids  the  RCS 
prosecution  could  not  have  gone 
ahead. 


Alternatives 


Morally  BUAV  are  against  all 
animal  experiments  and 
specifically  vivisection. 
Organisations  such  as  Fund  for 
Replacement  of  Animals  in 
Medical  Experiments  are  trying 
to  develop  alternatives  but  in  Mr 
Churchwards  eyes  "the  real 
alternatives  are  things  like 
preventive  medicine,  diet  and 
social  conditions  which 
contribute  far  more  to  the 
country's  death  toll  than  the 
diseases  that  people  are  working 
on  with  animal  experiments, 
such  as  heart  and  circulatory 
disorders." 

Even  insulin,  he  feels,  is 
widely  over-used.  Diabetes, 
particularly  in  older  people,  is 
largely  preventable  by  diet  and 
reduced  stress.  And  for  juvenile 
diabetes  it  has  been  shown  that 
breast  feeing  is  important. 

BUAV  claim  that  insulin 
control  of  diabetes  was 
discovered  through  human 
observations  before  Banting  and 
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The  liberation 
game 


Philip  Churchward,  scientific  adviser  to  the 
British  Union  for  the  Abolition  of  Vivisection, 
became  a  vegetarian  in  his  first  year  at 
University  while  studying  zoology..  He  believes 
that  the  pill  for  every  ill'  philosophy  has  to 
change  for  the  good  ©!  man  and  animals. 


Best  did  their  work  with  beagles 
in  1922.  And  the  results  obtained 
in  the  human  tests  were  as  good 
as  those  from  Banting  and  Best. 

Michael  Bliss'  book  "The 
Discovery  of  Insulin"  describes 
the  work  of  Zuelzer  who  used 
extract  of  pancreas  on  a  diabetic 
patient  at  the  tum  of  this  century. 
Indeed  there  are  some  herbal- 
ists, says  Mr  Churchward,  who 
claim  that  with  strong  dietary 
control  and  some  exotic  herbs, 
diabetics  could  come  off  insulin 
altogether. 

He  does  not  accept  that 
"natural"  preparations  need 
animal  testing  before  they  are 
tried  out  on  humans.  Their  use  is 
based  on  thousands  of  years  of 
human  use  anyway,  he  says. 
"Providing  the  chemistry,  etc,  is 
basically  alright  you're  not  likely 
to  produce  a  massively  toxic 
substance.  The  dose  could  be 
gradually  increased  m  clinical 
trials  with  careful  monitoring,"  he 
says. 

"Cell  tissue  culture  could  be 
used  to  screen  out  the  most  toxic 
substances. 

"Even  medicines  such  as 
Eraldin  that  have  undergone 
extensive  animal  tests  can  still 
cause  problems  in  humans." 

He  accepts  that  only  a  few 
patients  have  so  far  been 
successfully  treated  with 
"alternative"  medicines  or 
methods  but  is  convinced  that  if 
the  money  and  resources  used 


on  animal  tests  for  synthetic 
drugs  were  put  into  researching 
the  human  condition  the  cure 
rate  using  alternative  therapies 
would  increase.  "I  don't  think 
there  are  that  many  diseases  that 
only  drugs  work  for  and  in  cases 
where  natural  medicines  aren't 
helpful  you'd  probably  find 
conventional  medicines  don't 
work  either." 

He  accepts  that  alternative 
therapies  have  a  somewhat 
"cranky"  image  and  no  scientific 
basis  for  their  use  in  the 
conventional  sense.  "A  lot  of  the 
so  called  scientific  proof  for 
conventional  medicines  relies  on 
animal  experiments  whereas 
with  alternative  health  systems  a 
lot  of  it  comes  down  to  personal 
interaction  between  the 
individual  and  the  person 
treating  him,  as  well  as  the  actual 
medicine,  so  obviously  it's  not 
something  you  can  get  an  effect 
of  in  animals. 

Mr  Churchward  is  realistic 
about  BUAV's  aims  of  getting  rid 
of  all  animal  experiments: 
"Obviously  it's  not  going  to 
happen  overnight  so  we've  got  an 
organisation  called  Mobilisation 
for  Laboratory  Animals, 
composed  of  four  antivivisection 
societies  that  have  joined 
together  to  oppose  the 
Government's  White  Paper 
introducing  an  update  to  the 
1876  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act. 

Mr  Churchward  believes  it 


has  been  shelved  because  of  the 
controversy  on  some  of  the 
proposals.  Most  of  the  flack  has 
come  from  Mobilisation  for 
Laboratory  Animals. 

"We  have  our  own  minimum 
demands:  a  ban  on  the  LD5Q 
test;  a  ban  on  the  Draize  eye  test; 
a  ban  on  tobacco,  cosmetics  and 
alcohol  experiments;  a  ban  on 
psychology  experiments;  a  ban 
on  warfare  experiments,  and  a 
reconstitution  of  the 
Government's  advisory 
committee  so  it  hasn't  got  any 
people  with  a  vested  interest. 

"Then  we  could  go  on  to  talk 
about  proposals  for  alternative 
medicine  and  phasing  out 
animal  experiments." 

The  demands  could  be  met 
very  guickly  if  the  public  support 
were  there,  says  Mr 
Churchward.  Once  the 
Government  has  taken  the  first 
step  it  could  be  as  little  as  ten 
years  if  enough  people  oppose 
them,  he  thinks. 

Legislation  no  use 

He  does  not  think  that  having 
legislation  controlling  animal 
experiments  does  any  good. 
Nothing  is  outlawed,  he  says. 
"The  only  limit  set  is  that  any 
animal  found  suffering  severe 
and  enduring  pain  has  to  be 
killed.  Obviously  peoples'  ideas 
of  severe  and  enduring  pain 
differ." 

The  monkeys  kept  for  life  in 
individual  cages  less  than  three 
foot  cubed,  well  within  the 
guidelines  for  housing,  is  not 
considered  harmful  by  some, 
says  Mr  Churchward.  "That 
again  is  why  the  White  Paper  is 
so  useless  because  it  attempts  to 
control  pain  and  suffering.  This 
is  impossible  to  enforce  if  you 
don't  accept  that  animals  suffer 
being  in  a  cage  for  life  and  you 
don't  accept  that  they  suffer  in 
experiments;  which  very  few  of 
the  researchers  do. 

Mr  Churchward  accepts  that 
there  is  inevitably  a  degree  of 
anthropomorphism,  and  much  of 
the  literature  put  out  by  the 
BUAV  plays  on  the  emotions. 

"That's  to  get  the  intial 
interest  —  we  cover  the  whole 
area,  not  just  the  extreme 
examples.  The  public  don't 
spend  a  lot  of  time  thinking  about 
this  and  you  have  to  grab  their 
attention." 
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McCarthys  to  close  at 
Plymouth  and  Worsley... 


Macarthys  will  close  down  their 
Plymouth  and  Worsley  depots  at  the 
end  of  this  month. 

Hospital  pharmacies  in  the  affected 
areas  will  continue  to  be  served  from  other 
depots,  but  Macarthys  will  no  longer  be 
able  to  offer  a  high-frequency  service  to 
retail  chemist  customers  there. 

The  Numark  franchise  for  Devon  and 
Cornwall  will  be  maintained  through 
Macarthys'  Bristol  depot.  Worsley 's 
franchise  area  will  be  shared  out  between 
Richard  Daniels,  Rowlands  and  Bradford 
Chemists  Alliance. 

"Worsley  and  Plymouth  were 
producing  inadequate  returns,  and  their 
profit  forecasts  did  not  indicate  sufficient 
improvement,"  says  managing  director 


David  Wright.  Around  400  pharmacist 
customers  will  be  affected  by  the  closures, 
he  goes  on. 

About  100  staff  from  the  two  branches 
will  be  made  redundant  in  September. 

Mr  Wright  says  this  is  the  final  closure 
in  Macarthys'  current  rationalisation.  In 
June,  the  company  announced  plans  to 
merge  their  Romford,  Southend  and 
Dagenham  depots  at  Harold  Hill. 

"We  have  no  further  closures  or 
amalgamations  in  mind,"  says  Mr  Wright. 
"Rumours  of  other  changes  in  the  depot 
network  can  be  dismissed  as  wishful 
thinking  or  mischief  making. 

"Our  objective  now  is  to  expand  the 
business  within  the  re-drawn  map,  and  this 
is  being  vigorously  pursued." 


...as  full  year 
profits  suffer 


Macarthys  increased  sales  by  1 .9 
per  cent  in  the  year  to  April  30,  but 
profits  fell  £365.000  to  £4.06m.  Sales 
and  profits  from  their  distribution 
business  were  both  slightly  better. 

Profits  fell  in  the  pharmaceutical 
manufacturing,  surgical  and  retail 
operations,  leaving  veterinary  as  the  only 
other  area  to  improve  its  contribution  — 
Total  sales  for  the  group  reached  £285. 7m. 

Managing  director  David  Wright  says 
the  group's  cutback  from  17  depots  to  11, 
completed  this  week  with  the  closure  of 
Plymouth  and  Worsley,  hit  sales  growth. 
"However,  this  reorganisation  and  other 


developments  will  enable  us  to  consolidate 
and  improve  our  service  package  to 
customers  in  the  remaining  85  per  cent  of 
our  original  catchment  area,"  he  goes  on. 

Sales  for  Macarthys'  pharmaceutical 
manufacturing  business  reached  £6. 147m 
(1984:  £5. 89m),  while  profits  were 
£170,000  lower  at  £508,000.  Turnover  in 
distribution  rose  £1 .9m  to  £224. 39m. 
Profits  here  rose  to  £2. 7m  (£2. 5m). 

The  group's  retailing  activities,  which 
include  the  Savory  &  Moore  pharmacy 
chain,  saw  profits  drop  £195,000  to 
£494,000,  on  sales  10  per  cent  higher  at 
£27.8m. 

Surgical  showed  sales  of  £19. 63m 
(£21. 64m)  and  profits  of  £734,000 
(£937,000).  Veterinary  contributed  profits 
of  £693,000  (£661,000)  on  turnover  of 
£23.28m(£20.42m). 


Sir  George  Bums,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Hertfordshire,  presents  the  Queen's  Award 
for  technological  achievement  to  Glaxo 
Group  Research  at  Ware.  Receiving  the 
award,  made  for  the  discovery  and 
development  of  Zantac,  was  Paul  Girolami, 
deputy  chairman  and  chief  executive  of 
Glaxo  Holdings 


Chairman  Alan  Ritchie  says  Savory  & 
Moore's  performance  showed  an  improved 
performance  in  the  second  half  of  the 
financial  year,  and  that  Macarthys  "have 
every  reason"  to  expect  this  trend  will 
continue. 

He  describes  results  from  the 
manufacturing  and  surgical  companies  as 
disappointing.  "In  the  first  case  initial 
costs  of  a  new  factory  proved  greater  than 
expected,"  he  says.  "In  the  second, 
Government  action  to  reduce  hospital 
stockholding  had  a  depressing  effect". 

The  group's  restructuring  plan  has  led 
them  to  concentrate  distribution  activities 
into  the  company's  most  profitable  areas, 
working  from  purpose-built  warehouses, 
he  goes  on. 

Macarthys  are  also  planning  to  change 
the  product  mix  on  offer  at  Savory  & 
Moore,  and  are  keeping  a  particularly 
close  eye  on  the  subsidiary's  overheads. 

Other  changes  coming  up  include  the 
disposal  of  two  small  veterinary  companies 
which  Macarthys  say  were  not  making  a 
good  enough  return,  and  the  combination 
of  production  facilities  for  pharmaceutical 
and  veterinary  manufacture. 

"We  belive  this  restructuring  will  place 
the  group  in  a  sound  position  for  future 
development  and  profitability,"  says  Alan 
Ritchie.  Total  cost  of  the  reorganisation 
will  be  around  £1.9m  after  tax. 


DISPENSE 


Medocodene 


(Codeine  Phosphate  Ph  Eur  8  mg 
and  Paracetamol  Ph  Eur  500  mg) 

Another  cost  effective*  product 
from  Medo  Pharmaceuticals. 

*  100  tablets  £2.46    250  tablets  E5.79 


3 


Is  of  the  bonus  offer  contact 
do  representative  or  ring  0494 


I  SI  Medo  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  East  Street,  Chesham 
n    '  Gf  Schwarz  House,  Bucks  HP51DG 
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Augmentin  for 
Japan  soon 

Beecham  chairman  Sir  Ron 
Halstead  told  shareholders  at  last 
week's  annual  meeting  that  the 
group's  sales  of  Augmentin  in 
America  had  "exceeded  our  most 
optimistic  expectations".  The  drug 
has  just  received  sales  clearance  in 
Japan. 

Two  million  prescriptions  for 
Augmentin  have  already  been  dispensed 
by  retail  pharmacies  in  the  US,  Mr 
Halstead  went  on.  "We  have  covered  our 
launch  costs,  and  the  product  is  now 


Record  profits 
for  Ciba  UK 

Ciba-Geigy's  UK.companies 
produced  a  record  profit  of  £22m  in 
1984  -  £12.5m  higher  than  1983's 
contribution.  Sales  rose  14  per  cent 
to  reach  £567. 2m. 

The  pharmaceuticals  operation  had  a 
good  year.  Sales  of  Prescription  Only 
drugs  were  up  9  per  cent  at  £84. 8m. 
Exports  accounted  for  £14. 7m  of  this  total. 
Voltarol  and  Transiderm-nitro  are  the 
products  singled  out  for  special  praise. 

Ciba  Consumer  Pharmaceuticals  built 
up  its  range  over  the  year  by  acquiring 
several  new  brands.  This  allowed  them  to 
increase  sales  by  131  per  cent  to  £4. 8m. 

"We  remain  confident  our 
pharmaceuticals  business  can  continue  to 
achieve  its  planned  growth,  providing 
Government  honours  the  principles  of  the 
PPRS  and  does  not  introduce  further 

EEC  liability 
Directive  agreed 

A  Directive  to  make  producers  and 
importers  throughout  the  Common 
Market  strictly  liable  for  damage 
caused  by  unsafe  products  was 
adopted  in  Brussels  last  week. 

Alex  Fletcher,  Under  Secretary  for 
corporate  and  consumer  affairs,  told  the 
Commons:  "A  package  has  now  been 
agreed  which  allows  us  to  introduce  the 
regime  we  have  been  seeking.  There  will 
be  a  development  risks  defence  but  no 
total  limit  on  liability,  although  Member 
States  will  be  able  to  adopt  different 
positions". 


running  at  a  profit",  he  said. 

Timentin  is  also  performing  well. 
Eminase  —  which  Beecham  say  dissolves 
blood  clots  —  is  still  in  research.  Beecham 
report  good  results  so  far,  and  say  they 
expect  to  see  the  drug  on  the  market  in  at 
least  one  major  country  sometime  next 
year. 

Augmentin  will  be  marketed  in  Japan 
by  Beecham  Yakuhin,  aided  by  the 
Japanese  company  Meiji  Seika. 

Turning  to  consumer  products,  Mr 
Halstead  says  the  current  year  has  begun 
well,  with  the  recently-acquired  British 
American  Cosmetics  well  on  its  way  to 
being  integrated  with  the  rest  of  the  group. 
"Our  exports  from  the  UK  also  continue  to 
do  well,  particularly  in  toiletries  and 
proprietary  medicines". 


unilateral  constraints  on  the  provision  of 
medicines  through  the  NHS,"  say  the 
directors. 

Sales  of  the  consumer  products 
division,  sold  to  Reckitt  and  Colman  in 
December  1984,  amounted  to  £15. 3m 
(1983:  £8.1m).  Airwick  sales  showed  "a 
slight  downturn". 

Photographic  turnover  rose  15  per 
cent  to  £123. 3m.  Ilford  films  consolidated 
their  market  position  in  both  the  UK  and 
Italy. 

Total  UK  exports  reached  £207m, 
accounting  for  36  per  cent  of  the  group's 
sales.  Capital  expenditure  in  1984  was 
over  £26m,  and  will  be  maintained  at  that 
level  for  the  next  few  years  according  to 
chairman  Allan  Rae. 

"These  results  clearly  demonstrate  the 
success  of  restructuring  measures  taken 
over  the  past  few  years,"  he  goes  on. 

"Research  facilities  will  continue  to  be 
expanded,  as  the  UK  assumes  a  more 
important  role  in  Ciba-Geigy's 
international  operation." 


The  Directive  must  be  implemented 
within  three  years.  Mr  Fletcher  promised 
full  consultations  with  all  concerned.  In 
ten  years'  time  its  operation  will  be 
reviewed  to  see  if  there  is  a  need  for  even 
closer  harmonisation. 


Spirits  relief 

On  August  1,  some  perfumed  spirits, 
toiletries  and  cosmetics  preparations  were 
given  relief  from  spirits  excise  duty 
without  having  to  be  chemically  marked. 
These  goods  previously  need  to  be  marked 
with  either  methanol  or  propan-l-ol.  The 
relaxation  of  regulations  applies  only  to 
spirits  in  retail  packs  manufactured  in  the 
European  Community. 


Amersham  International  scientists  Dr  John 
Midgeley  and  Dr  Terry  Wilkins  have  won 
the  1985  Prince  of  Wales  award  for 
industrial  innovation.  The  result  was 
announced  on  BBC's  Tommorrow's  World 
recently.  The  two  scientists  devised  a  more 
accurate  method  of  measuring  the  level  of 
thyroid  hormones  in  the  blood. 

Boots  on  the 
buying  trail 

Boots  have  set  up  a  special  team  to 
look  for  acquisition  targets.  The 
company  has  also  changed 
merchant  bankers  "for  both 
offensive  and  defensive  reasons". 

Boots  were  one  of  the  companies 
suggested  as  a  takeover  for  Hanson  Trust 
when  thatgroup  put  out  a  massive  £519m 
cash  call.  Hanson  have  since  added 
another  £65m  to  the  kitty  with  the  sale  of 
Interstate  United  —  one  of  their  American 
food  companies. 

Last  week's  Observer  noted  a  surge  in 
LRC  International's  share  price,  and 
suggested  Boots  as  one  of  the  potential 
predators.  Boots  say  their  policy  is  to  make 
no  comment  on  such  speculation. 

Robert  Gunn,  chairman  of  Boots,  told 
shareholders  at  their  recent  annual 
meeting  that  the  company  had  seen  no 
sign  of  a  takeover  bid. 

COMING 
EVENTS 

Friday,  August  9 

Pharmacist  Action  Committee.  Cardiff.  Venue  to  be  arranged. 
Contact  Roger  Davies  (Tel:  0639  813448) . 

Sunday  August  11 

Kemistores  (Wholesale)  Ltd,  38  Minerva  Road,  London  NW10, 
9am  to  6pm.  Trade  fair  —  special  offers  and  free  cheese  and 
wine.  Inquiries  01  961  4590. 

Advance  information 

Healthier  Living  Show,  Earls  Court,  London,  September 
17-22.  Exhibition  for  natural  food,  health,  fitness  and  beauty. 
Second  Leeds  Medical  Applications  of  Textiles  Conference, 

Leeds  University,  September  17-19.  "Textiles  in  health  care." 
Fees:  non  NHS  employees  £175,  NHS  employees  £120, 
accommodation  £37.  Applications  by  August  16  to  Mr  T.D. 
Bilham,  director  of  continuing  education,  department  of  adult 
and  continuing  education,  The  University,  Leeds  LS2  9JT 
Diploma  in  Cosmetic  Science,  Polytechnic  of  the  South  Bank, 
Borough  Road,  London  SE1,  September  23.  Applications  by 
September  2  to  general  secretary,  Society  of  Cosmetic 
Scientists,  Delaport  House,  57  Guildford  Street,  Luton  LU1 
2NL. 
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lassified  Advertisements, 

hemist  &  Druggist, 
ienn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge, 
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elephone  Tonbndge  (0732) 
564422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Paul  Crouch  ext 
272  for  further  inlormation 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear  undei 
appropriate  headings 
Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Appointments 


Opportunity 
for  extra  sales. 

The  O.T.C.  Division  of  a  multinational 
pharmaceutical  Company  wishes  to 
talk  to  other  companies  regarding  the 
acquisition  of  brands  and/or  products 
or  entering  some  form  of  Distribution 
Agreement. 

The  Division  operates  in  the 
Pharmacy  area,  selling  well  known 
brands  directly  to  Wholesale  and 
Multiple  Retail  accounts. 

The  Independent  trade  is  covered 
by  a  team  of  62  Representatives  taking 
Transfer  Orders  for  delivery  through 
Wholesalers. 

To  initiate  discussion,  please  send 
broad  details  of  your  products  to:  RO. 
Box  39  Welwyn  Garden  City  AL7  1EY. 


Display  /  Semi  Display 

£  1 2 . 50  per  single  column 
centimetre,  mm  30mm  Column 
width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £1100.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £570.00 
(125mmx  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £320.00 
(1 25mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £2  50  extra 
Available  on  request 

All  rates  sub]ect  to 
standard  VAT. 


Agents  Required 


ARE  YOU  ALREADY  SELLING  TO  CHEMISTS, 
PHARMACISTS  AND  OPTICIANS? 

If  so,  you  will  be  more  than  interested  in  a  new  range  of  Health 
Care  products,  that  promise  outstanding  repeat  business  and  an 
excellent  commission  rate.  We  now  seek  proven  Agents  for  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  share  in  this  lucrative  market  with 
us.  Our  name  is  well  known  to  the  market,  and  the  products  will  be 
heavily  promoted. 

Please  write  in  the  first  instance  to: 

P  Bond/Ann  Carlton,  Pharmaceutical  Packaging  (Leeds)  Ltd, 
P0  Box  140,  Kirkstall  Hill,  Leeds  LSI  1QE. 


Business  Opportunities 


ATTENTION  ATTENTION  ATTENTION 

Of  interest  to 

CHEMISTS,  MULTIPLES  OR  GROUPS,  WHOLESALERS, 
SUNDRIESMEN  &  DISTRIBUTORS,  CASH  &  CARRIES, 
EXPORTERS 

UK  Manufacturer  can  supply 

ADHESIVE  DRESSING  STRIP 

*  4,  6&  7.5cm  popular  widths 
*  Flesh  coloured  stretch  fabric  or  plastic 

*  Cut  Plasters,  strips  or  bulk  rolls 

*  Own  label  presentation  available. 

Enquiries  to: 

Box  CAO  3 128 


PERSONNEL/TRAINING  OFFICER 
REQUIRED 

A  small,  independent  retail  pharmacy 
multiple  requires  a  personnel/training 
officer  to  undertake  recruitment,  training, 

appraisal  and  general  staff  welfare. 
Experience  in  retail  pharmacy  sector  would 
be  useful  but  is  not  essential. 

Please  write  with  full  CV  to: 
The  Managing  Director  on 
BOX  C&D3129 


Products 


BRITISH  MADE  HOT  WATER  BOTTLES 

Manufactured  to  BS  1970: 1984  with  the  unique  Subas,-Seal  safety 
closure.  Wide  choice  of  styles,  either  covered  or  uncovered.  Also 
available  with  screw-stopper  under  Suba®-Screw  trademark. 

wis***  in  E  ngland  by 

WILLIAM  FREEMAN  &  CO.  LTD. 

Suba-Seal  Works,  Staincross,  Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire  S75  6DH.  England 
Tel:  (0226)  284081  Telex:  547186 
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Stock  for  Sale 


KEMIIIOREf 


WHOLESALE  LTD 
CASH  &  CARRY 


38-42  MINERVA  ROAD,  LONDON,  NW106LE 
TELEPHONE:  01  961  4590  TELEX  8951749  PIPES  G 


Some  of  the  SPECIAL  OFFERS  of  the  month 

THIS  IS  ONLY  A  SELECTION 
FROM  THE  EXTENSIVE  RANGE  WE  CARRY. 


RADOX  SALTS  LARGE 
£2.59  per  6 


COLGATE  FAMILY 
£4.99  per  12 


MILUPA  INFANT  FOODS  (150g) 
£15.99  per  24 


KLEENEX  BOUTIQUE  TISSUES 
£8.99  per  24 


TIMES 

mmt  9.00  am -6.00  pm 

TUES:  9.00am— 6.00  pm 

WEDS:  9.00am— 9.00pm 

THURS:  9.00  am -9.00  pm 

IF!!:  9.00  am— 6.00  pm 

SAT:  CLOSED 

SUN:  9.00  am -6.00  pm 


TRADE  SHOW 

SUNDAY  11th  AUG  1985 
9-6pm 

ALL  LEADING  MANUFACTURERS 
REPRESENTED. 


SCH0LLS  SANDALS 
10%  OFF  TRADE 


FARLEY'S  RUSKS  18's 
£6.69  per  12 


TAMPAX  SUPER  10's 
£3.99  per  12 


HEAD  &  SHOULDERS  150ml 
£7.59  per  12 


LUC0ZADE  LARGE 
£5.99  per  12 


VASELINE  No.  1 
£4.09  per  12 


ROBINSONS  BARLEY  WATER 
£5.99  per  12 


DURACELL  MN1500 
£6.99  per  40 


HENNA  GLOSS  SHAMPOO 
350  ml  £7.99  per  12 


NIVEA  CREAM  50ml 
£4.39  per  12 


LYPSYL£9.99  per  36 


TIMOTEI  SHAMPOO  200ml 
£5.19  per  12 


425  HARROW  ROAD 
LONDON  W10  4RE 


Tel:  01-960  5752 
01-960  0319 
Telex:  8813271 


Stockists  of  probably  the  best  range  of  French  and  English 
perfumery  around. 

•  Special  terms  for  group  buyers. 

•  Express  delivery  service  throughout  UK  and  Northern  Ireland. 

•  Many  special  offers  including  Kodak  and  Tudor  films, 
photographic  flash  and  chemist  sundries. 


For  our  current  price  list  please  ring  01-960  5752.  Personal  callers 
most  welcome.  Ample  parking  •  Open  Sundays  10am-2pm. 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


KODAK  irilILM 

22%  OFF  TRADE  IN  FREE  PERFUME 
OR  A  STRAIGHT  1  2%  DISCOUNT 

TEL:  01-993  6409  for  a  price  list 
WEST  LONDON  LTD  397  ACTON  LANE 
LONDON  W3.  OPEN  10-7.  SUN  10-2 

ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS 

from  £3.15  doz.  plus  VAT. 
Childs  Ribbed  tights  from  £4.66 
doz  Tax  Free.  Min.  order  10 
doz.  overall.  CWO.  Carriage 
free.  Full  price  list  with  other 
lines. 

E&RKAYE 

16/ 18  New  Bridge  Street, 
London  EC4 
Est.  40  years. 

Stock  Wanted 

FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH 
PERFUMES 

Wanted  for  home  and  export.  We 
guarantee  discretion  and 
confidentiality.  Any  quantity  large  or 
small.  Prompt  payment 

FGM  COSMETICS  LTD 

061-833  9652  or 
telex  665941  FGM  G 

FREE  OFFER 

To  all  Epson  HX20 
owners. 


Let  Orange  Computers  help  you  and 
save  £117.00. 

Orange  Computers  is  offering  a  special 
scheme  with  free  maintenance,  free 
tape  drives  and  other  benefits  when 
you  adopt  our  well  known  NPA 
recommended 
Ora Label  Computer  Labelling  System. 

Ring  for  details  on 
0565  501 16/53417  or  write  to 

Orange  Computers  Ltd, 
Ruskin  Chambers,  Drury 
Lane,  Knutsford,  Cheshire 
WA16  6HA. 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 
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IT  MAY  BE  WORTH  £500!  IN  THE 
RICHARDSON  RESCUE  SCHEME 

When  you  buy  a  new  Richardson  Disc  system,  we  will  give  you  a  trade-in  allowance  of  UP  TO  £500  against  your 
old  Libeller.  We  will  even  give  you  a  generous  price  for  a  typewriter,  to  enable  you  to  acquire  the  system  with  an 
unrivalled  reputation  for  quality,  speed  and  ease  of  use. 

Don't  be  put  off  by  your  previous  experience  of  computer  labellers  -  there  is  a  world  of  difference  between  the 
Richardson  system  and  the  rest  -  and  if  you  would  like  to  see  this  for  yourself,  please  telephone  our  Sales  Office 
and  ask  for  a  demonstration 


John  nichardion  Compute™  Ud 


FREE  VAT  & 
WAGES  Programs 


i 


Unit 337,  Walton  Summit.  Bamber  Bridge,  Preston,  Lanes  PR5  8AR.  Tel:  (0772)  323763 

l '  k  Mainland  nrici".  including  I0"„  NI'A  Rebate  t  awtlc  S\  ^imis  I  mm  DWS,  1  >im  Syslrms  Irum  LIMS 


'AKEA  PARK  COMPUTER  LABELLER  ON  14  DAY  FREE  TRIAL 
'AND  FIND  OUT  HOW  GOOD  IT  IS^b 


PARK  SYSTEMS  COMPUTER  LABELLERS 


THEN  YOU  CAN  TRADE  IN  YOUR  OLD 
COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER 

Contact:  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Spnnce,MPS 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD., 
17-19  Cascoyne  Street,  Liverpool  L3  6BS 
Tel.  051.  236  9438. 


A 


SYSTEM  500  £650.00  SYSTEM  700  £895.00 
AND  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  - 
ONLY  £1 195.00. 


All  systems  NPA  approved. 

Prices  include  a  10%  NPA  rebate,  and  are 
exclusive  of  VAT 


Shopfitting 


mar  s  pec 

SHOPFITTING  LTD 

Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at  competitive 
prices. 

For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 
Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton,  Exeter,  Devon 


LEXDRUM 

0626  834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 


LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

I  0626  834077 


shanFibkm 


0761  418941 


Creators  and  'Manufacturers  of  Individual 
Environments  fofthecPfofessionalcPharmacy 


SALES  OFFICE:  HALLATR0W  ROAD,  PAULT0N,  AVON 


SHOPKIT.  Never  before  have  we  offered  EVERY  item  on 
our  price  list  at  a  discount.  Now,  however,  you  can  take 
advantage  of  a  new  offer  that  could  allow  you  to  buy  a  superb 
SHOPKIT  6ft  Display  Counter  for  as  little  as  £145.00. ...or  a 
SHOPKIT  Checkout  for  only  £82.50!  How  long  will  the  offer  last? 
We  don't  know  —  so,  hurry. 

Catalogue  and  full  price  list  sent  by  return  of  post. 
SHOPKIT,  50  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  Industrial  Estate, 
Peterborough,  PE3  7PN.  Phone:  (0733)  265263.  (24  hour  service) 


Quality  and  original  Continental 
Systems  plus  total  package  NPA 
recommended  NO  system  matches 

UMDASCH  for  quality. 
Prices  pleasantly  competitive.  See 
for  yourself 
.  .    there's  no  obligation. 

Apeils  Systems  Ltd 
Unit  P,  Kingsway  Trading  Estate, 
Kingsway.  Luton.  Bedfordshire. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  4571 1 1 


NOW! 


Labels 


SEIF-ADH£S'VI 


LA0EI5 


Orders  dispatched 
within  14  days  of 
approval 


Phone 
Amanda 
now  on 

051- 

236  9438  , 

17-19  Qascoyne  St. 
Liverpool  L36BS. 


Import/Export 


c 


SHOPFITTERS  FOR 
THE  PHARMACY 


Lux  Line 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE.  NPA  & 
NUMARK  APPROVED 

SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 

TEL:  0525  381356 


B.R.  LEWIS  CHEMISTS  LIMITED 
PHARMACEUTICAL  WHOLESALERS 

*  UK  GENERICS 


Long  established  reliable  and  ethical  service.  Highly 
competitive  discounts.  Founder  member  of  the 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Importers. 

Dartford  (0322)  349212/331621 
Wheatley  Terrace  Road,  Erith,  Kent 
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Drugs  on  film 

Worcester  pharmacist  Dennis  Ogle 
is  featured  in  a  television  series  to 
be  screened  in  January. 

"Drugs  for  All"  is  a  series  of  eight 
30-minute  programmes  which  aims  to  look 
at  drugs  from  different  viewpoints. 

The  Central  Television  crew  spent  a 
whole  day  at  Mr  Ogle's  shop  filming  for  a 
ten  minute  slot  in  the  programmes. 

It  is  likely  he  will  feature  in 
programmes  one  and  six  of  the  series.  But 
Mr  Ogle  is  a  little  sceptical  about  the 
amount  of  air  time  he  will  actually  get. 

However,  if  the  crew  uses  the  film  they 
took  Mr  Ogle  believes  the  results  will  help 
put  pharmacy  in  a  good  light. 

One  thing  he  found  slightly  frustrating 
was  having  to  answer  questions  with 
statements  to  make  editing  easier. 

Mr  Ogle  became  involved  in  the 
programme  through  a  friend  of  a  friend: 
Alison  Morley  at  Aston  University's 
pharmacy  practice  research  unit  had  been 
asked  by  Central  Television's  producer 
who  she  could  interview. 

Mr  Ogle  also  persuaded  the  TV  team  to 
film  him  dispensing  a  script  from  start  to 
finish,  including  counselling  the  patient  so 
they  could  use  it  as  archive  film.  He  has  all 
the  latest  technology:  computer, 
electronic  tablet  counters  and  label 
printer. 


Royal  sock 
fetches  £125 


Many  a  famous  foot  was  bared 
when  the  Sock  Exchange  opened  at 
the  PSGB's  headquarters  on  July  24. 

The  auction  of  celebrities'  socks  was 
part  of  a  twofold  campaign  for  fitter  feet 
launched  by  Mycota  to  raise  funds  for 
Help  the  Aged. 

Ken  Livingstone,  Tony  Benn,  Geoff 
Boycott  and  Steve  Cram  were  among 
those  who  toed  the  line  and  sent  in  the 
requested  footwear.  Norman  Tebbit's  long 
green  and  grey  number  arrived  with  a 
note  saying  "I've  often  been  told  to  put  a 
sock  in  it,  so  here  it  is". 

In  all  the  Exchange  raised  £1,560, 
which  will  go  towards  Help  the  Aged's 
national  chiropody  projects.  A  leaflet 
produced  by  them  and  Mycota  offers 
advice  on  foot  care.  Top  socks  for  the  day, 
fetching  £125,  was  a  pair  of  Prince 
Andrew's.  The  bidder  was  a  Mr 
Footman! 
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Elaine  makes  it 
to  the  altar 

C&D's  1984  Chemist  Assistant  of  the 
Year,  Elaine  Horton  made  it  to  the 
altar  last  week  with  Bruce  Scott. 

It  was  largely  due  to  the  £1,000  prize 
money  from  last  year's  competition  that 
Elaine,  21,  and  Bruce,  25,  were  able  to  get 
married  a  year  earlier  than  planned. 
Bruce  escorted  her  to  the  contest  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel,  Heathrow  which  Elaine 
described  as  "one  of  the  best  experiences 
of  my  life." 

For  Elaine,  who  works  at  TW 
Crompton  Chemist,  Langworthy  Road, 
Salford,  it  was  a  white  wedding  with  no 
expense  spared  —  right  down  to  the  white 
Rolls  Royce  and  her  French  embroidered 
lace  dress.  And  her  boss  —  proprietor  Mel 
Wood  —  did  the  honours  giving  her  away. 

The  couple  have  bought  a  house  in 
Swinton  and  are  currently  in  the  process  of 
re-decorating  before  setting  off  on  their 
honeymoon  in  Corfu  later  this  month. 

Photo  courtesy  Keighley  News. 


Musical  reps 

Unichem  have  announced  changes 
to  their  staff  in  the  London  area. 

David  Lakin,  the  company's  rep  of  the 
year,  has  been  appointed  area  sales 
manager  for  Walthamstow  and  Croydon 
branch  territories.  Barrie  Boots, 
previously  manager  at  Willesden, 
becomes  general  manager  at  Croydon. 
Wyatt  Bell,  who  joined  the  company  in 
May,  succeeds  him  in  his  old  post.  Roger 
Metcalf  moves  from  Newcastle  to  become 
general  manager  at  Walthamstow. 
Newcastle  will  be  taken  care  of  by  Ray 
Durey  until  further  notice.  David 
Goulding  is  appointed  sales  manager  at 
Walthamstow,  and  Steve  Harris  takes  over 
as  operations  manager. 

Babyliss  UK:  John  Broom  recently  joined 
as  managing  director  from  Clairol 
Appliances  where  he  headed  the  division. 
Mr  Broom  replaces  previous  managing 
director  and  part-owner  Douglas  Mosley 
who  died  last  year.  He  will  be  acquiring  a 
substantial  shareholding  from  the  parent 
French  company,  Sodac. 

Konica  UK  Ltd:  Kevin  Day  becomes 
national  sales  manager.  He  was  previously 
covering  only  the  South  East  of  England. 
His  appointment  follows  the  resignation  of 
Edi  Fitzgerald,  who  is  leaving  the 
company  to  work  for  a  marketing 
consultancy. 

Cannon  Babysafe  Ltd:  Stephen  Wooller, 
previously  marketing  manager,  has  joined 
the  board  as  marketing  director.  General 
manager  John  Morris  has  also  been  made 
a  director. 
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Arnold  Jowett,  MPS,  and  his  wife  Edith 
celebrated  50  years  of  married  life  on  July 
20.  Mr  and  Mrs  Jowett  of  Keighley, 
Yorkshire,  marked  their  Golden  Wedding 
anniversary  with  a  family  gathering  at  the 
Kildwick  Hall  restaurant  and  hotel  in 
Keighley.  Mr  Jowett  was  formerly  manager 
of  the  Timothy  White  &  Taylors  shop  in  the 
town,  and,  after  the  merger,  continued 
working  with  Boots  the  Chemist 


Norman  Tebbit 
cries  Woolf 

Did  you  know  that  Underwoods 
founder  Harry  Woolf  didn't  go  to 
school  with  Secretary  for  Trade  and 
Industry  Norman  Tebbit? 

Well,  apparently  not  many  people  are 
aware  of  this  crucial  fact  judging  by  the 
many  rumours  circulating  in  pharmacy 
circles.  Mr  Woolf  went  to  school  in  Great 
Windmill  Street,  Soho:  "Not  exactiy  Mr 
Tebbit's  home  ground,"  he  says.  And  Mr 
Woolf  says  that,  despite  his  current  spate 
of  lobbying  on  the  contract,  he  doesn't 
know  anyone  in  politics. 

APPOINTMENTS 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 
RUBBER  STAMPS 


JOHN  T.CLARKE 
&SON  LTD. 


Battersea  Road,  Heaton  Mersey,  Stockport,  Cheshire 
SK4  3EN.  Tel:  061-432  9451 .  Telex;  669534  Dormy  G 


CARE  FOR  OUR  DISABLED 

RAFA  WINGS  APPEAL 


DURING 
SEPTEMBER1 


DONATIONS  PLEASE  TO:  ROYAL  AIR  FORCES 
ASSN  ,  APPEALS  DEPT  (SO),  PORTLAND  RD  . 
MALVERN,  WORCS  WR14  2TA 


Put  your  memories . . 

T  ^ 

in  safe  hands 

with  Regency 

•  Genuine  24  Hour  Service  •    ^i^MSfc^ \ 

•  1984  Quality  Award  Winners  ^|)iiS|r  ) 

•  Comprehensive  Customer  Service  ^igtinronjiS-^ 

•  Regency  Quality  Film  •  Canvas  Bonded  Photos 
(110,  126.  35mm  &  Disc)  •  Place  Mats  &  Coasters 

•  Poster  Prints  Available  •  Print  from  Print/Slide 

Laboratories  in  London  and  Leicester 

Please  send  me  further  information 

Name   

Company  

Address  

y  J    Tel:   

Regency  No.  1  in  Photoprocessing 

Regency  Him  Services,  476  Hertford  Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex  EN3  5QU  Tel:  01-804  9921 
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Product  of 
the  month 


Provides  100% 

of  the  recommended 

daily  allowance  of 

the  officially 
mcognised  vitamins 


:ood  Supplement  Company 


The  complete  daily 
requirement  of 
vitamins  - 

A 
B 
B 

Br 

C 
D 

NIACIN 
FOLIC  ACID 

in  a  single  tablet 
makes  Initial  Vitamins 
the  First  Choice  for 
you  and  your 
customers. 


FOOD  SUPPLEMENT  COMPANY 

Seymour  House,  South  St.,  Godalming,  Surrey.  _ 


HE  SUPPORTS  HIMSELF  AND  HE 


The  Versatile  Safe  Baby  Sitter 
-  A  Sure  Way  To  Boost  Your 
Sales  And  Profits 

The  baby  sitter  is  a  moulded,  semi-rigid 
smooth  plastic  support  with  four  sturdy 
legs,  each  housed  in  a  large  rubber  suction 
cup  which  adheres  securely  to  any  smooth 
surface  including  baths. 

Suitable  for  babies  from  six  months 
upwards.  Baby  can  sit  and  play  safely 
leaving  mum  with  both  hands  free 

ATTRACTIVELY  PACKAGED  AND  if 
EASILY  DISPLAYED  WITH  R.R.P. 
OF  ONLY  £6.50. 

SPECIAL  OFFER.  ORDER  1 2  -  GET  ONE  FREE. 
Limited  period  only. 
FILL  IN  THE  COUPON  NOW  OR  RING 
0625  535273.  TELEX  669755  Office  G 
FOR  DETAILS  OF  HIGH  PROFIT  MARGINS. 

Consumer  Advertising  Campaign  in 
leading  National  Young  Family  Magazines 
starts  August.  High  Sales  in  U.S.A. ,  Australia 
and  other  European  countries.  So  stock  up 
NOW  to  meet  demand.  Immediate  delivery. 


SOOOIQ 


Please  send  me  details  of  the  Safe  Baby  Sitter 
NAME  POSITION 

COMPANY  

ADDRESS 


Send  to 

The  Sales  Manager, 

Lee  Rom  Manufacturing 

1 7  Gainsborough  Close,  Wilmslow 

Cheshire  SK9  2NP 


POSTCODE 


0 


j^l  NIJ 
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A  Great  Show 

For 

Retail  Chemists 


For  Information  and  Profit! 


THE  NATIONAL  RETAIL  CHEMISTS  EXHIBITION 

LONDON 

EARL'S  COURT  SEPTEMBER  15-17 


Special  Exhibition-Only  Offers 

NEW  PRODUCTS  •  NEW  IDEAS  •  NEW  SYSTEMS  •  NEW  TECHNIQUES 

NEW  SERVICES  •  NEW  LINES  FOR  PROFIT 

Retail  Chemists,  Health  Food  Retailers,  Opticians,  Dentists . . . 
...  th  is  is  the  Show  for  You ! 

FRiC  Tickets  from: 

TRADES  EXHIBITIONS  LTD,  Exhibition  House,  Spring  Street,  London  W2  3RA.  Tel:  01-262  2886 


